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ABSTRACT---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Zhaoqing, a city rich in cultural heritage, has cultivated a variety of distinctive local specialties that face 
challenges such as low brand awareness and weak market competitiveness in the modern economy. This study 
explores how to effectively integrate traditional characteristics with modern marketing methods to promote their 
development. Employing literature review, field research, and case analysis, alongside theories like diffusion of 
innovations, cultural inheritance, brand culture, and sustainable development, the research highlights the unique 
advantages of Zhaoqing's specialties. By leveraging modern approaches such as e-commerce, short video 
marketing, and immersive technologies like AR/VR, combined with traditional storytelling and craftsmanship, 
these strategies can enhance brand awareness, market appeal, and consumer connection. The study underscores 
the value of integrating cultural heritage with modern aesthetics to create products that resonate with 
contemporary demands, fostering economic, social, and cultural harmony. Recommendations include building 
strong brand culture, enhancing product value, offering hybrid marketing experiences, and promoting sustainable 
practices to ensure long-term growth and competitiveness. 

KEYWORDS: Zhaoqing local specialties; Integration of tradition and modernity; Innovative marketing 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The historically rich city of Zhaoqing, with its unique geographical location and profound cultural heritage, has 

nurtured numerous distinctive local specialties. These products are not only an integral part of the daily lives of 

Zhaoqing residents but also a significant carrier of the city's traditional culture. However, under the influence of 

the modern market economy, Zhaoqing's local specialties face challenges such as low brand recognition and weak 

market competitiveness. The integration of tradition and modernity has become a crucial factor for their 

development. 

 

Zhaoqing's local specialties boast deep historical roots and a long tradition of cultural inheritance. Whether it is 

the uniquely flavored Duan Inkstone or the exquisitely crafted Wrapped Zongzi, each product encapsulates rich 

historical and cultural information, reflecting the wisdom and creativity of Zhaoqing's people. These traditional 

cultural elements are not only the unique selling points of the local specialties but also the core of their brand 

value. Therefore, promoting the development of Zhaoqing's local specialties necessitates the preservation and 

promotion of these traditional cultural elements, ensuring that more people can understand and appreciate the 

cultural significance of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

The impact of the modern market economy on Zhaoqing's local specialties cannot be ignored. With advancements 

in technology and changes in consumer demand, traditional marketing approaches struggle to keep up with the 

evolving trends of the modern market. To enhance the brand influence and market competitiveness of Zhaoqing's 

local specialties, it is imperative to integrate modern marketing methods, such as e-commerce and social media 

marketing, and establish diversified sales channels and communication pathways. These modern approaches can 

effectively expand the market share of Zhaoqing's local specialties and boost their brand recognition and 

reputation. 
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Against the backdrop of the fusion of tradition and modernity, this study aims to explore how to effectively 

combine traditional characteristics with modern marketing methods to drive the development of Zhaoqing's local 

specialties. This research will delve into two key questions: How can Zhaoqing's local specialties preserve their 

traditional characteristics while using modern methods to enhance brand recognition? How can cultural 

inheritance be combined with modern technologies to conduct effective marketing and improve the market 

competitiveness of Zhaoqing's local specialties? To address these questions, this study will adopt a perspective 

that integrates traditional culture with the modern market, thoroughly analyzing the development status and 

market environment of Zhaoqing's local specialties and proposing targeted marketing strategies and 

recommendations. 

 

The research will utilize a combination of methods, including literature review, field research, and case analysis, 

to ensure comprehensiveness and depth. Through literature review, the study will explore the historical origins 

and cultural background of Zhaoqing's local specialties, providing theoretical support for subsequent marketing 

strategies. Field research will provide insights into the production process, market demand, and consumer 

preferences related to Zhaoqing's local specialties, offering accurate data to inform marketing strategies. Case 

analysis will draw from the successful marketing experiences of other brands, providing valuable references for 

innovative marketing approaches for Zhaoqing's local specialties. This study aims to promote the development of 

Zhaoqing's local specialties by integrating traditional characteristics with modern marketing methods, enhancing 

their brand influence and market competitiveness. This endeavor not only contributes to the preservation and 

promotion of Zhaoqing's traditional culture but also injects new vitality into the local economy. The subsequent 

chapters will delve into this core objective with in-depth discussion and analysis. 

 

2. DEVELOPMENT STATUS AND CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ZHAOQING'S 

LOCAL SPECIALTIES 
After understanding the background and theoretical foundation of the research, it is crucial to further analyze the 

current state and cultural characteristics of Zhaoqing's local specialties. This section will explore the present 

marketing status, cultural connotations, and major challenges of these specialties, providing the necessary context 

and in-depth understanding for the subsequent development of innovative marketing strategies. 

 

2.1 Marketing Theories 

In exploring innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing’s local specialties, various marketing theories provide 

valuable perspectives and guidance. These theories help not only in understanding the integration of traditional 

and modern marketing methods but also in guiding how to effectively enhance brand awareness and market 

competitiveness. 

 

Diffusion of Innovations Theory, proposed by Everett Rogers, delves into how innovations spread throughout 

society and are adopted by different groups. For Zhaoqing's local specialties, this theory explains why modern 

marketing methods, such as e-commerce and short video marketing, have been rapidly accepted and promoted by 

the local industry. Through these modern dissemination methods, traditional local specialties can reach broader 

markets and engage with more potential consumers. 

 

Cultural Inheritance and Innovation Theory emphasizes the importance of culture in intergenerational 

transmission and community identity. In the marketing of Zhaoqing's local specialties, this theory manifests itself 

in preserving traditional cultural characteristics while enhancing cultural appeal through innovative packaging 

and storytelling. This strategy helps not only in inheriting and promoting local culture but also in attracting 

consumers interested in traditional culture. 

 

Brand Culture Theory further points out that a brand is more than just a commercial symbol; it is also part of 

culture. In marketing Zhaoqing’s local specialties, combining the traditional cultural stories behind the products 

with modern consumer needs and preferences is key to enhancing the cultural value and market appeal of the 

brand. By exploring and conveying the unique cultural value of these local products, the brand can stand out in 

the competitive market. 
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Experience Economy Theory emphasizes consumers' pursuit of unique experiences when purchasing goods. In 

marketing local specialties, combining traditional culture with modern technology to provide an immersive 

experience—such as displaying the production process or cultural background using AR/VR technology—can 

help build deep emotional connections and increase the added value of the product. This innovative experience 

allows consumers to better understand and appreciate the unique charm of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

Hybrid Marketing Theory advocates combining online and offline marketing methods for optimal marketing 

results. For Zhaoqing’s local specialties, this involves combining "online e-commerce + offline experience," 

organically integrating the traditional local specialties market with modern digital marketing methods. This 

strategy leverages the convenience of online platforms and the tangibility of offline experiences to offer consumers 

diverse purchasing and experience channels. 

 

Sustainable Development Theory also provides useful guidance for marketing Zhaoqing’s local specialties. While 

pursuing economic benefits, paying attention to social and environmental sustainability is an important issue 

shared by both consumers and companies. By combining traditional organic production methods with modern 

ecological agricultural concepts, Zhaoqing’s local specialties can establish a brand image characterized by 

environmental and social responsibility, thus attracting more consumers interested in green products. 

 

Market Segmentation and Positioning Theory emphasizes segmenting the market based on consumer demand 

characteristics and positioning the product accordingly. In marketing Zhaoqing’s local specialties, applying this 

theory helps in analyzing the preferences and needs of different consumer age groups, thereby formulating more 

precise and effective marketing strategies. By meeting the personalized needs of different consumer groups, 

Zhaoqing's local specialties can gain a competitive edge in the market (Shi & Zhang, 2009). 

 

2.2 Types and Cultural Connotations of Local Specialties 

Zhaoqing, a city with a long history, has nurtured numerous unique local specialties. These specialties not only 

have a distinct taste but also carry a profound historical and cultural heritage. Among them, the Wrapped Zongzi 

and Wenqing Carp are the most outstanding examples, and the cultural stories behind them are both fascinating 

and memorable. 

 

The Wrapped Zongzi is a traditional delicacy in Zhaoqing, beloved for its unique craftsmanship and taste. Its 

history dates back to ancient times, making it a must-have delicacy for holidays and festive occasions. The making 

of Wrapped Zongzi involves meticulous craftsmanship, using high-quality glutinous rice, mung beans, pork belly, 

and other ingredients, which are carefully prepared through soaking, grinding, seasoning, wrapping, and steaming. 

Each Wrapped Zongzi emits a rich aroma; the glutinous rice is tender, and the filling is juicy, leaving an 

unforgettable taste. Furthermore, the cultural significance of reunion and harmony that Wrapped Zongzi embodies 

has made it a distinctive gastronomic symbol of Zhaoqing. 

 

Wenqing Carp is another gem in Zhaoqing's aquaculture industry. This variety of carp is distinguished by its 

tender texture, delicious taste, and high nutritional value. The farming of Wenqing Carp also has a long history, 

having been an essential ingredient in local cuisine since ancient times. With the advancement of modern 

aquaculture techniques, the yield and quality of Wenqing Carp have improved, making it a popular product in the 

market. Moreover, the cultural symbolism of auspiciousness and prosperity associated with Wenqing Carp has 

solidified its irreplaceable status in consumers' minds. 

 

In addition to Wrapped Zongzi and Wenqing Carp, Zhaoqing also boasts other locally distinctive specialties, such 

as Duan Inkstone and Zhaoshi Fruit. Each specialty is unique and contributes to the colorful regional culture of 

Zhaoqing. The cultural symbols and geographical value of Zhaoqing's local specialties should not be overlooked. 

These symbols and geographical indicators represent the quality and characteristics of the products, while also 

carrying the passion for tradition and culture of the people of Zhaoqing. These products provide a unique cultural 

experience, allowing consumers to appreciate the charm and heritage of Zhaoqing while enjoying the taste and 

use of these specialties. 
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The local specialties of Zhaoqing are diverse, and each carries a rich historical and cultural heritage. These 

products are not only a testament to the ingenuity of the people of Zhaoqing but also an essential part of Chinese 

traditional culture. In an era of increasing globalization, it is vital to cherish these cultural treasures and to inherit 

and promote their unique charm. At the same time, through innovative marketing strategies, these traditional local 

specialties should be brought to broader markets so that more people can understand and love the cultural 

characteristics of Zhaoqing. 

 

2.3 Market Status and Challenges 

As an important carrier of local culture, the production, sales, and branding of Zhaoqing's local specialties reflect 

the degree of integration between tradition and the modern market. Currently, the production of Zhaoqing's local 

specialties still retains traditional handmade methods, which ensure the uniqueness and quality of the products. 

However, traditional production methods face problems such as low efficiency and high costs, which make it 

challenging to meet the large-scale demands of the modern market. 

 

In terms of sales, Zhaoqing's local specialties have begun to explore online sales through e-commerce platforms 

and social media, aiming to expand market channels. Although online sales have brought these local specialties 

to a broader consumer base, due to immature brand promotion and marketing strategies, the proportion of online 

sales remains low, failing to fully realize their potential. Offline sales, meanwhile, continue to rely mainly on 

traditional physical stores and markets, lacking innovative sales models and experiential consumer scenarios, 

which makes it difficult to attract young consumers. 

 

In terms of brand building, although Zhaoqing’s local specialties are rich in cultural content and unique product 

characteristics, their brand recognition remains low. This is mainly due to a lack of systematic brand planning and 

marketing strategies, as well as the inability to effectively integrate traditional cultural elements with modern 

design concepts, resulting in a vague brand image that struggles to stand out in the competitive market. 

 

Insufficient market promotion is another major problem faced by Zhaoqing’s local specialties. Currently, market 

promotion mainly relies on traditional advertising and promotional activities, lacking innovative marketing 

approaches and sustained brand communication strategies. Furthermore, limited investment in market promotion 

makes it challenging to enhance brand awareness and influence. 

 

Another significant issue restricting the development of Zhaoqing’s local specialties is the mismatch with modern 

consumer needs. As consumer demands become increasingly diverse and personalized, traditional specialty 

products struggle to meet modern consumer requirements for freshness, health, and convenience. Therefore, how 

to innovate and upgrade products while maintaining traditional characteristics to meet modern consumer needs is 

a pressing challenge for Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

The current market status and challenges of Zhaoqing's local specialties necessitate both preserving and promoting 

their traditional cultural features and actively embracing the modern market. Through innovative production 

methods, sales models, brand building, and marketing strategies, it is crucial to continually improve brand 

awareness and market competitiveness to achieve sustainable development. 

 

3. INTEGRATION OF TRADITION AND MODERNITY: INSIGHTS FROM SUCCESSFUL 

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC EXPERIENCES 
After analyzing the current market status and challenges faced by Zhaoqing's local specialties, the next step is to 

seek inspiration from successful international and domestic experiences to promote innovative marketing 

development. Experiences in geographical indication protection, cultural innovation, branding, and e-commerce 

from regions around the world will provide valuable references to help Zhaoqing's local specialties achieve a 

profound integration of tradition and modernity. 

 

3.1 International Experience: Geographical Indications and Cultural Protection 

In exploring innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing’s local specialties, learning from international 

successful experiences is particularly important. Regions like Europe and Japan have extensive experience in the 
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protection of geographical indication (GI) products and cultural heritage, which can provide valuable references 

for the development of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

The Geographical Indication Protection System in Europe is well known for its rigor and effectiveness. For 

instance, Parma Ham is not only loved by consumers for its unique taste and production techniques but has also 

become a cultural symbol of Italy due to the protection of its geographical indication. The success of Parma Ham 

highlights the importance of geographical indication products in enhancing brand value, promoting local 

economic development, and inheriting local culture. Zhaoqing’s local specialties, which also have a rich cultural 

heritage and geographical uniqueness, can further highlight their distinctiveness and cultural value by learning 

from the European experience in geographical indication protection, thereby enhancing market competitiveness. 

 

Japan’s practice of combining traditional products with modern innovations is also worth learning from. For 

example, Japanese Sake has maintained its unique brewing craftsmanship while continually incorporating modern 

technologies and innovative elements, such as using advanced fermentation technologies and novel packaging 

and marketing methods. These innovations have not only improved the quality and taste of sake but have also 

helped it meet modern consumer needs and successfully enter international markets. For Zhaoqing's local 

specialties, similar strategies can be employed—maintaining traditional features while introducing modern 

technology and innovations to improve product quality, taste, and marketing effectiveness, thereby better meeting 

consumer needs and expanding market space. 

 

By learning from the successful experiences of Europe and Japan in the protection of geographical indication 

products and cultural heritage, Zhaoqing's local specialties can find a path that integrates traditional features with 

modern innovations. This integration will not only enhance the brand influence and market competitiveness of 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties but will also inject new vitality into the inheritance and development of local culture. 

 

3.2 Domestic Experience: Branding and E-Commerce Development 

In exploring successful domestic experiences in branding and e-commerce development of local specialties, it is 

impossible not to mention the iconic case of Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab. Known for its unique taste and rich 

cultural heritage, Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab has successfully shaped a high-end aquatic product brand image, 

providing useful references for the development of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

The branding of Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab relies on strict quality control and continuous excavation of cultural 

value. Through the establishment of geographical indication protection, only crabs that originate from Yangcheng 

Lake and meet specific standards can use the brand name, thereby maintaining its uniqueness and high-quality 

image. Additionally, Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab integrates traditional cultural elements by telling stories related 

to crabs’ historical background and folk customs, enhancing the cultural value of the product and providing 

consumers with a cultural experience alongside a culinary one. 

 

In terms of e-commerce development, the "Internet Plus" model has brought revolutionary changes to the 

marketing of local specialties. Leveraging e-commerce platforms, Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab has successfully 

overcome geographical limitations, selling products across the country and even internationally. The integration 

of online and offline models allows consumers to conveniently purchase authentic Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab 

while enjoying comprehensive after-sales service. Moreover, e-commerce platforms provide rich marketing tools, 

such as live streaming and social media promotions, further enhancing brand visibility and influence. 

 

For Zhaoqing's local specialties, the experience of Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab in branding and e-commerce 

development holds significant lessons. First, Zhaoqing’s local specialties should focus on improving product 

quality through standardized production and strict quality control to meet consumer expectations regarding taste 

and safety. Second, the cultural connotations of Zhaoqing’s specialties should be deeply excavated, incorporating 

traditional cultural elements into product packaging and promotion to enhance cultural appeal. Finally, e-

commerce platforms should be fully utilized to expand sales channels and increase market share. By integrating 

online and offline approaches, Zhaoqing’s local specialties can be introduced to broader markets, achieving a 

seamless blend of tradition and modernity. 
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On this basis, Zhaoqing's local specialties can further explore personalized customization and experiential 

marketing to meet the diverse needs of modern consumers. For example, by developing interactive games or 

AR/VR experiences related to local specialties, consumers can learn the stories and culture behind the products 

in an entertaining way, thereby strengthening emotional connections and brand loyalty. Additionally, using big 

data analytics can help in accurately understanding consumer demands, providing strong support for product 

development and market promotion. 

 

The successful branding and e-commerce experiences of Yangcheng Lake Hairy Crab provide valuable inspiration 

for innovative marketing of Zhaoqing’s local specialties. By adopting these successful strategies and combining 

them with their own unique characteristics, Zhaoqing’s local specialties have the potential to stand out in future 

market competition and achieve sustainable growth and prosperity. 

 

4. INNOVATIVE MARKETING STRATEGIES INTEGRATING TRADITION AND 

MODERNITY 
Having drawn insights from successful international and domestic experiences, the focus now shifts to formulating 

innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing's local specialties. These strategies will comprehensively enhance 

the market competitiveness and brand influence of Zhaoqing's local specialties through product innovation, brand 

image building, diversified sales channels, and cross-sector collaboration. 

 

4.1 Product Innovation and the Modern Application of Traditional Craftsmanship 

In the innovative marketing strategy for Zhaoqing’s local specialties, product innovation and the modernization 

of traditional craftsmanship are particularly important. This is not only to meet modern market demands but also 

to preserve and promote the profound cultural heritage of Zhaoqing. 

 

Traditional craftsmanship is the soul of Zhaoqing's local specialties, carrying skills and wisdom passed down 

through generations. However, traditional methods often face issues such as low production efficiency and 

unstable quality. Therefore, it is imperative to make modern improvements while retaining the core of traditional 

craftsmanship. For instance, advanced production equipment and technologies can be introduced to optimize 

production processes, thereby improving production efficiency and product quality. At the same time, research 

and innovation in traditional craftsmanship should be enhanced, using modern technological means to discover 

new values and applications for traditional skills. 

 

Incorporating traditional cultural stories into product packaging and promotion is also an important means to 

enhance the brand image and market competitiveness of Zhaoqing's local specialties. Every local specialty carries 

its own unique historical and cultural story, which forms a bridge that connects the product with consumers 

emotionally. Therefore, the cultural elements should be thoughtfully integrated during the product design stage, 

making the product itself a carrier of culture. In packaging and promotion, traditional cultural stories should be 

used creatively to create a distinctive and attractive brand image. For example, stories about the history, 

craftsmanship, and cultural significance of the specialties can evoke consumer curiosity and resonate with them, 

thereby stimulating purchasing desire (Ma, 2013). 

 

To better achieve product innovation and the modernization of traditional craftsmanship, collaboration between 

academia, research, and industry should be strengthened, along with talent cultivation. By collaborating with 

universities and research institutions to jointly develop new products and technologies, the modernization of 

traditional craftsmanship can be promoted. Additionally, training and recruiting talent specializing in traditional 

skills are essential to ensure the sustainable development of the specialty industry. 

 

Product innovation and the modern application of traditional craftsmanship are crucial components of the 

innovative marketing strategy for Zhaoqing’s local specialties. By retaining the core of traditional craftsmanship, 

incorporating modern technological methods, and integrating cultural storytelling, not only can production 

efficiency and quality be enhanced, but also emotional connections with consumers can be strengthened, thereby 

boosting the market competitiveness of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 
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4.2 Brand Image Building: Combining Traditional Culture with Modern Communication Tools 

In the integration of tradition and modernity, brand image building plays a crucial role. For Zhaoqing's local 

specialties to stand out in the competitive market, a unique and attractive brand image must be carefully crafted, 

blending profound cultural heritage with modern communication tools. 

 

To create a compelling brand image, it is essential to deeply explore the historical and cultural stories behind 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties. These stories are the soul of the brand and help consumers feel the warmth and 

emotional value of the product. By compiling and disseminating these culturally rich stories, the cultural content 

of Zhaoqing’s local specialties can be significantly enhanced, making them unique among similar products. For 

instance, stories about the craftsmanship, history, and folk legends of Wrapped Zongzi and Wenqing Carp can be 

used to build a series of captivating brand narratives. 

 

Modern communication tools are equally important in shaping brand image. In the digital age, platforms such as 

social media and short videos have become key channels for information dissemination and consumer 

engagement. Zhaoqing’s local specialties should fully leverage these modern communication tools to present 

brand stories to consumers in vivid and direct ways. Creating visually appealing short videos and publishing 

creative social media content can help introduce the unique charm of Zhaoqing's local specialties to a wider 

audience, thereby effectively expanding brand influence (Liang, 2007). 

 

In the implementation process, maintaining a balance between traditional features and modern elements is crucial. 

The brand story must fully showcase the cultural heritage of Zhaoqing's specialties, while also aligning with the 

aesthetic tastes and preferences of modern consumers. By continually adjusting and optimizing communication 

strategies, Zhaoqing's local specialties can create a clearer and more three-dimensional brand image, securing a 

favorable position in the competitive market. 

 

Consumer engagement is also a key factor in enhancing brand image. Hosting cultural activities both online and 

offline, initiating themed challenges, and encouraging consumers to participate in the dissemination of brand 

stories can enhance consumer identification and a sense of belonging to the brand. This interactive marketing 

approach not only increases brand exposure but also generates word-of-mouth effects, further boosting brand 

reputation (Gao, 2013). 

 

By combining traditional culture with modern communication tools, Zhaoqing's local specialties can establish a 

unique brand image and stand out in the market. This will help not only in improving brand awareness and 

reputation but also in contributing to the inheritance and promotion of local culture. 

 

4.3 Diversified Sales Channels and Consumer Interaction 

In exploring innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing's local specialties, diversified sales channels and 

consumer interaction are particularly significant. This not only concerns sales efficiency but also deepens 

consumer understanding and emotional connection with the products through diverse channels. 

 

The rise of online e-commerce platforms has provided Zhaoqing's local specialties with an unprecedented display 

platform. Through popular platforms such as Taobao, JD.com, and Pinduoduo, Zhaoqing's specialties can 

overcome geographical limitations and reach a broader consumer group. E-commerce platforms not only offer 

convenient purchasing methods but also provide rich marketing tools, such as live streaming and limited-time 

discounts, which significantly boost product exposure and sales. Additionally, the data collected on these 

platforms allow for precise marketing, helping Zhaoqing’s specialties better understand market trends and 

consumer needs. 

 

Online sales do not mean abandoning the offline market. Offline channels, such as physical stores and markets, 

remain important venues for consumers to experience products and immerse themselves in culture. Offline 

markets provide a unique advantage in terms of tangibility and immediacy, allowing for direct product experiences 

and consumer interactions. Thus, Zhaoqing's local specialties should make full use of offline markets by offering 
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carefully curated displays, professional guides, and regular cultural activities, creating an immersive shopping 

experience where consumers can not only purchase products but also deeply appreciate the traditional cultural 

charm of Zhaoqing. 

 

Introducing modern technologies such as AR/VR is crucial to further enhancing consumer interaction with 

traditional culture and products. These technologies can create immersive virtual environments, allowing 

consumers to "experience" the customs and product-making processes of Zhaoqing from home. For instance, with 

AR technology, consumers can scan the packaging of local specialties using their smartphones to see virtual 

representations of Zhaoqing’s landscapes and cultural stories; VR technology can allow them to "travel" to 

Zhaoqing's fields and experience the entire production process. These innovative interaction methods not only 

increase consumer interest but also convey the cultural values of Zhaoqing, achieving a deep connection between 

the brand and consumers. 

 

Through diversified online and offline sales channels, supported by modern technologies, Zhaoqing’s local 

specialties can stand out in the competitive market, maximizing brand value. Achieving this will require 

continuous innovation and adjustments in marketing strategies, as well as collaboration from government, industry 

associations, and other stakeholders. 

 

4.4 Cross-Border Cooperation and Cultural Tourism Integration 

In promoting the innovative marketing of Zhaoqing’s local specialties, cross-border cooperation and cultural 

tourism integration are emerging and promising strategies. By working closely with the cultural tourism industry, 

Zhaoqing's local specialties can be showcased on a broader stage, while providing consumers with richer and 

deeper experiences. 

 

Zhaoqing actively seeks opportunities to collaborate with the cultural tourism industry by jointly creating specialty 

experiences with local characteristics. For example, specialized local specialty exhibition and experience areas 

can be set up near famous attractions or cultural heritage sites in Zhaoqing, allowing tourists to taste and 

experience authentic local products while enjoying beautiful scenery. This "scenic spot + local specialty" model 

effectively enhances the visibility and reputation of local specialties while enriching the travel experience, 

enabling tourists to learn more about the local culture during their visit (Deng, 2016). 

 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties also collaborate with local restaurants, hotels, and enterprises, forming a new sales 

model of "specialty + experience." In these collaborations, the specialties are introduced as high-quality 

ingredients or gifts into the daily operations of restaurants and hotels. Together, they design and launch special 

dishes, themed packages, or custom gift boxes, providing consumers with a personalized and high-quality dining 

and accommodation experience. These partnerships also open new sales channels, expanding the market for 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties. 

 

The successful implementation of cross-border cooperation and cultural tourism integration requires all parties to 

maintain close communication and coordination, ensuring effective resource integration and fair distribution of 

benefits. At the same time, innovation in collaboration models and content is necessary to adapt to market changes 

and consumer needs. Only by doing so can Zhaoqing's local specialties truly achieve deep integration and co-

development with the cultural tourism industry, injecting new vitality into Zhaoqing's economic and cultural 

prosperity. 

 

5. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PATHWAYS FOR ZHAOQING’S LOCAL 

SPECIALTIES 
After discussing innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing's local specialties, the next step is to explore 

pathways for sustainable development. This part will emphasize how the deep integration of ecological production 

with traditional craftsmanship, as well as cultural preservation combined with innovation, can ensure the long-

term sustainability of Zhaoqing's local specialties in a competitive market. 
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5.1 Ecological Production Combined with Traditional Craftsmanship 

The future development of Zhaoqing’s local specialties is closely linked to the deep integration of ecological 

production and traditional craftsmanship. This integration is reflected not only in every aspect of product 

production but also in enhancing brand value and fulfilling social responsibilities. 

 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties have inherent advantages in traditional organic production methods, such as farming 

practices passed down through generations and natural, pollutant-free raw materials that lay a solid foundation for 

product quality. However, solely relying on traditional methods is insufficient to meet modern market demands 

for higher yields and efficiency. Therefore, introducing modern ecological agricultural concepts into traditional 

production is key to promoting the sustainable development of Zhaoqing's local specialties. 

 

Modern ecological agricultural concepts emphasize high yields, quality, and efficiency in agriculture while 

protecting the environment. By using scientifically designed farming systems and advanced agricultural 

technologies, soil productivity, resource utilization, and labor efficiency can be improved while reducing the use 

of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, ensuring the safety and environmental quality of agricultural products. 

 

In the production process of Zhaoqing’s local specialties, the combination of ecological production and traditional 

craftsmanship manifests itself in several ways. First, in the cultivation stage, organic farming methods combined 

with modern soil improvement and pest control technologies ensure that raw materials are green and pollution-

free. Second, in the processing stage, traditional processes are strictly adhered to, while modern processing 

equipment and quality control systems are introduced to ensure product stability and reliability. Lastly, in the 

packaging and sales stages, environmentally friendly materials and energy-saving technologies are used to reduce 

environmental impacts. 

 

This combination of ecological production and traditional craftsmanship not only improves product quality but 

also endows Zhaoqing's local specialties with profound cultural connotations and environmental value. 

Consumers who buy these specialties not only savor the unique charm of traditional craftsmanship but also 

perceive the brand's commitment to environmental and social responsibility. This distinctive brand value and 

emotional experience will help Zhaoqing’s local specialties stand out in the competitive market and achieve 

sustainable development. 

 

5.2 Integration of Cultural Protection and Innovation 

In the sustainable development of Zhaoqing’s local specialties, cultural protection and innovation integration play 

a critical role. This is not only about enhancing the market competitiveness of products but also about the 

transmission and promotion of local culture. By integrating cultural heritage into education and product 

development, local specialties can be imbued with deeper cultural connotations, enhancing their market appeal. 

 

In education, relevant courses and activities can be implemented to help the younger generation understand and 

cherish the culture of Zhaoqing’s local specialties. For instance, schools can include courses on the culture of 

local specialties or organize students to visit production sites to experience the charm of traditional culture 

firsthand. This approach not only strengthens students’ sense of identity with local culture but also fosters their 

respect and passion for traditional heritage. 

 

In product development, elements of traditional culture can be cleverly incorporated into the design and packaging 

of local specialties. For example, the packaging of Wrapped Zongzi could feature stories about the history or 

scenic spots of Zhaoqing, allowing consumers to experience the rich cultural atmosphere while enjoying the food. 

Combining traditional culture with modern design in this way can enhance product value and make local 

specialties more competitive in the market (Li, Zhang, Shen, & Li, 2015). 

 

Community activities and museum exhibitions also play a vital role in preserving the cultural stories behind these 

specialties. Regular community events, such as Wrapped Zongzi making competitions or Wenqing Carp cooking 

demonstrations, can engage residents and allow them to experience traditional culture firsthand. Museums can 
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also set up dedicated sections to display the history and cultural background of Zhaoqing’s local specialties, 

allowing more people to understand and appreciate these unique cultural heritages. 

These efforts can revitalize traditional culture in a modern context, providing strong momentum for the sustainable 

development of Zhaoqing’s local specialties. This not only enhances the cultural connotation and market 

competitiveness of products but also promotes the inheritance and development of local culture. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 
After an in-depth study of innovative marketing strategies for Zhaoqing’s local specialties, this study has drawn 

the following conclusions. First, the organic integration of tradition and modernity has been proven to be key to 

achieving innovative development for Zhaoqing’s local specialties. This integration is reflected not only in 

product innovation and modernization but also in brand image building, cultural dissemination, and the 

diversification of sales channels. By skillfully combining traditional craftsmanship with modern technology, 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties can retain their unique cultural charm while improving production efficiency and 

market competitiveness. 

 

In brand building, this study emphasizes combining traditional cultural elements with modern communication 

tools to create a distinctive and attractive brand image. By using modern digital marketing tools such as social 

media and short videos, the brand stories of Zhaoqing’s local specialties can be disseminated more widely, further 

expanding their market influence. 

 

The study also highlights the importance of cultural dissemination in enhancing the market competitiveness of 

Zhaoqing’s local specialties. Through diversified sales channels and consumer interaction, such as the 

combination of online and offline sales and the use of AR/VR technology to enhance consumer experiences, the 

profound cultural connotations behind Zhaoqing’s specialties can be conveyed effectively to consumers, thereby 

fostering emotional resonance and brand loyalty. 

 

Based on these conclusions, this study proposes a series of policy recommendations. The government should 

support the modernization of traditional craftsmanship to promote the continuous innovation and development of 

Zhaoqing's specialty industry. Additionally, the government should encourage businesses to actively use modern 

technology for product promotion and brand building while focusing on the protection and inheritance of 

traditional culture. 

 

This study suggests that further research could focus on brand building and promotional strategies for Zhaoqing's 

local specialties in international markets and on the application of modern technology in brand communication. 

By continuously exploring and innovating, Zhaoqing’s local specialties are expected to showcase their unique 

cultural charm and market competitiveness on a global scale. 
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