
EPRA International Journal of

Volume: 2  Issue: 5  May  2016

Published By :
EPRA Journals

CC License

Multidisciplinary
     Research

ISSN (Online) : 2455 - 3662
SJIF Impact Factor :3.395 (Morocco)



       www.eprajournals.com                                                                                                                                                                              Volume: 2 Issue: 5 May 2016 
37 

 

 

SJIF Impact Factor: 3.395 (Morocco)                                                                                               Volume: 2   Issue: 5 May 2016 

 

FREE E-BOOK SOURCES FOR ACADEMIC LIBRARIES 

 
 

 

 

Sandeep Kumar1 

1Library Assistant, Central Library, Shri 

Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra, 

Jammu, J&K, India 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABSTRACT 
The present age is the age of multidisciplinary 

research supported by information technology where the 

role of the library is that of the catalyst to speed up the 

research work. Printed books alone are not able to cope 

up with the information requirement of the user. E Book 

is the option to cater the information needs of the user 

which is a costly affair so the libraries must go for free e 

books. The present study deals with free e book recourses 

which can be used by the academic libraries for collection 

development. 
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INTRODUCTION 
An  E- Book is an electronic version of a 

traditional print book that can be read by using a 
personal computer or by using an e book reader. 
Users can purchase an e book on diskette or CD, 
but the most popular method of getting an e book is 
to purchase a downloadable file of the e book from 
the web site to read from users computer or reading 
device. An e book can be downloaded in less than 
five minutes.(1) 

Electronic Book can be published in 
different file formats such as plane text, PDF and 
others. The present scenario is that most of the 
online vendors claim that they are selling more e 
books than hard cover books 

As the information and communication 
technology is growing day by day more and more 
research is being done in various areas. The role of 
the libraries and information centres is becoming 
more important. To provide the right information to 
the right user at the right time should be the moto 
of the library. Now the printed books alone are not 
able to cope up with the information requirement of 
the various users, looking at the situation libraries 
must go for e books. The challenge for the libraries 
is that in the limited budget for the procurement of 
e books, the solution of this problem is that the 
libraries must go for free e books for the collection 
development. 

WEB SITES AND WEB POTALS FOR FREE E BOOKS 
1. PROJECT GUTENBERG 
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Project Gutenberg was the first provider of 

free electronic books, or eBooks. Michael 

Hart, founder of Project Gutenberg, 

invented eBooks in 1971 and his memory 

continues to inspire the creation of eBooks 

and related technologies today. Project 

Gutenberg offers over 50,000 free 

eBooks: choose among free epub books, 

free kindle books, download them or read 

them online. The releases are available in 

the plain text but whenever possible other 

formats such as pdf,html,epub,mobi and 

plucker are also included. Most of the e 

books are in English language      

 

2. GOOD READS 

 
Goodreads is a world’s largest website for readers 

and book recommendations. It was launched in 

2007. Now it has 40Million Members, 1.3 Billion 

Books and 47 Million Reviews for the readers On 

this site one can see what his or her friend is  

 

reading or vice versa You can create “bookshelves” 

to organize what you read or what you want to 

read. Reader can find his next favourite book or can 

comment on book review. On this site large 

number of books in various subjects can be 

downloaded in PDF format. 

3. MANYBOOKS 
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Manybooks was established in 2004 with the vision 

to provide an extensive library of books in digital 

format for free on the internet. Many of the early 

books are from the Project Guttenberg archives 

which means you will able to find classics on the 

site. There are more than 33000 e books available 

in this library in the format compatible to most of 

the e-readers, all of them can be downloaded free 

of cost. Since 2004 more than 100,000,000 books 

have been downloaded from ManyBooks. It covers 

many subjects such as Action and Adventure, 

Biographies and History, Childrens,Cooking and 

Health,Fantasy,Historical Fiction,Horror,Non 

Fiction, Romance, Science Fiction.  

4. PLANET E- BOOK 

 

All the works on the Planet eBook are free to download, read and share with others. Most of the books are 

classic books 

5. FREE BOOK SPOT 

 

Free book spot is a online source of free e books. 
Total number of e books available here are 4485. 
One can search and download free books in 

categories like Sconce, engineering, programming, 
fiction and many other subjects. No registration is 
required to download free e book.
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6.BOOKBOON.COM 

 

Bookboon.com is the world’s largest publisher of 
online educational literature. It provides 1000+ free 
textbooks for university students that can be 
downloaded directly from bookboon.com. The 
books are available in pdf format and are designed 
to address needs of under graduate and graduate 

students. Free textbooks are available in the subject 
areas such as Accounting, Economics, Finance 
Engineering. Languages, Marketing and Law, 
Natural Sciences, Statistics & Mathematics, 
Strategy and Management. 

7.  FREE BOOK DEPOT 

 

Free Book Spot is a free e book library where you 
can find and download free books in almost any 
category. Free e books in more than 90 categories 
are available here. One can find Scientific, 
Engineering, Programming, Fiction and many other 

books and add comments. All books are ready for 
download without registering. As a member you 
can add new books. To become a member you 
should register 
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8. OAPEN LIBRARY 

 
 
It is a an open access publication model 

for academic books in humanities and social 
sciences. It provides free access to books. The 
collection currently consists of over 2500 
publications from more than 100 publishers in 18 
countries. In September 2015 the library passed the 
milestone of 2.5 million downloads 

CONCLUSION 
The present scenario of the Indian libraries 

is the lack of budget for the recourses for the 
library patrons, they have to make the priorities 
between the print and e recourses. As we are living 
in the age of Information Technology the books in 
the print form alone are. not able to full fill the 
information requirement of the users specially in 
the universities. The only option left for the 
Academic Libraries is that they must go for free e 
books to save the budget of their parent 
organisations. This not only save the time of the 
student ,scholar and the faculty but also accessed 
by number of users. So it is recommended that the 
libraries must include the free e book portals and 
links on there library web site for easy and around 
the clock access irrespective of the location by the 
library users. 
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