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ANNOTATION 
This article delves into the significant role of educators in shaping the life of David Copperfield, the protagonist of Charles Dickens’ 
novel. Through detailed analysis and supporting quotations from the text, it explores the contrasting influences of figures like Mr. 
Creakle, Dr. Strong, Mr. Micawber, Aunt Betsey Trotwood, and Agnes Wickfield. The article highlights the importance of 
compassion, encouragement, and moral guidance in education, reflecting Dickens’ own views on personal development. 
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Ch. Dickens created his hero David Copperfield as a boy 

influenced greatly by a variety of educators throughout his life. 

From all of those people appearing in the novel David takes a 

lesson that changes his character in the future, making him an 

individual able to make independent decisions. The book, 

which is mostly autobiographical, follows David as he grows 

from a difficult upbringing to adulthood, with many teachers 

having an impact on his progress. These teachers take many 

different shapes; they might be formal schoolmasters, mentors, 

or even parents, and they all have a unique impact on David‘s 

life.[1] 

 

 In “David Copperfield”, Charles Dickens vividly shows the 

significant influence that educators, in their diverse forms, may 

have on a person’s life. David’s path is greatly influenced by 

the people who teach and coach him, from Mr. Micawber and 

Aunt Betsey to Dr. Strong’s caring advice and the strict 

discipline of Mr. Creakle. These connections highlight the 

value of moral direction, support, and compassion in education, 

and they are consistent with Dickens’ own beliefs about the 

vital role that teachers play in helping people grow as 

individuals. [2] 

 

Mr. Creakle, the headmaster of Salem House, the boarding 

school David is taken to when his mother dies, is among the 

most important teachers in David’s early years. Mr. Creakle is 

a ruthless and violent person who rules the school with an iron 

grip. severe methods and use of punishment instill dread in 

them. David feels that Mr. Creakle’s school is a place of sorrow, 

which has contributed to his early sentiments of powerlessness 

and abandonment. [3] The author describes him as an abusive 

bully with no greater purpose in life than to punish boys; he has 

about as much interest in education and scholarship as a rock 

does. 

 

The book paints a clear picture of Mr. Creakle’s abusive 

personality. “Now, boys, this is a new half,” declared Mr. 

Creakle, “a fierce-looking gentleman with a thick nose and a 

bunch of seals on his watch-chain,” as he entered the room, 

wrote Dickens. Be careful with what you’re pursuing there.” [4] 

Mr. Creakle’s roughness leaves a bad impression on David 

during his stay at Salem House: “I felt as if I had been loaded 

with chains, and was expected to pull against the whole world.” 

[5] 

 

David is deeply troubled by the harshness of his current 

therapy, which focuses on the harmful effects of abusive 

teaching practices.  His early education at Salem House was 

marred by Mr. Creakle’s domineering style, leaving the 

students terrified of his severe discipline. David’s time with Mr. 

Creakle is marked by terror and a dearth of real education, 

highlighting the harm that an abusive authority figure can do to 

a child’s growth. 

 

The next character in the novel, Dr. Strong, as opposed to Mr. 

Creakle, has a good educational influence in David’s life. David 

is later sent to a school in Canterbury where Dr. Strong is the 

headmaster.[6] Dr. Strong is a wise and caring teacher who 

genuinely prioritizes his students’ academic success and overall 

well-being.  Under Dr. Strong’s guidance, David flourishes 

both academically and personally.  Dr. Strong’s kindness and 

encouragement foster a love of learning in David, boosting his 

confidence and demonstrating the transformative power of a 

supportive teacher. 

 

David expresses warm feelings towards Dr. Strong: “He was an 

upright man, white haired, and a gentle old man. He was calm 

and solemn, and it appeared from the careful attention to detail 

that he had good reason to be cautious.” [7] Dr. Strong’s 

nurturing guidance increases a love of learning in David.  

Unlike the harsh atmosphere of Salem House, Dr. Strong’s 
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school provides a positive and supportive environment, 

emphasizing the importance of compassion in education.  

David thrives emotionally and academically under Dr. Strong’s 

care, highlighting the essential role of a supportive learning 

environment in a child’s development. 

 

While not a traditional educator, Mr. Micawber serves as a 

mentor and role model for David, inspiring him with his 

unwavering optimism and resilience in the face of hardship. Mr. 

Micawber’s life lessons, rooted in his perseverance through 

financial struggles, teach David valuable life lessons that 

extend beyond formal education. Despite his present 

difficulties, he frequently speaks grandly about his hopes for 

the future, saying things like “Something will turn up!” 

 

David gains important insights about tenacity and hope from 

Mr. Micawber and respects his unwavering attitude. For David 

to overcome his personal obstacles, these life lessons are 

essential. 

 

One more warm-hearted character who played a great role in 

the hero’s life is his great-aunt Betsey Trotwood. Though in a 

different way, Betsey Trotwood, also has a significant teaching 

function. Aunt Betsey gives David stability, support, and the 

resources to pursue a decent education after saving him from 

Mr. Murdstone, his abusive stepfather. David learns from her 

the virtues of independence, self-respect, and the necessity of 

making wise decisions. David receives guidance from her 

during various crucial points in his life, which highlights the 

importance of non-traditional instructors in helping individuals 

grow personally. Her tough love and practical wisdom.[8] 

 

Aunt Betsey’s intervention in David’s life gives him the 

stability and support he desperately needs. David will have a 

better life because of her determination, as she states, “I’ll take 

care of you, child, and you shall take care of me.” [9] 

 

Aunt Betsy guides David towards responsible adulthood by 

valuing his independence and offering practical wisdom. David 

deeply appreciates her firm affection and guidance, recognizing 

their crucial role in his development. Beyond financial support, 

Aunt Betsy provides David with the emotional stability and 

practical guidance he needs to thrive.  Her desire for him to be 

independent and self-sufficient prepares him for a successful 

future. 

 

David’s close friend and future wife, Agnes Wickfield, acts as 

both an emotional healer and a moral compass. Agnes is a 

perfect example of morality, tolerance, and compassion 

throughout the entire book. David finds her resolute support and 

calm strength invaluable in navigating the intricacies of his 

relationships and emotions. David’s character is shaped by 

Agnes’s subtle yet significant impact, which also helps him 

become a more self-aware and kinder person.[10] 

 

Agnes provides David with emotional support and moral 

guidance. She inspires and soothes everyone around her: “She 

was so true, so beautiful, so good, I owed her so much 

gratitude.” 

 

Agnes Wickfield’s unwavering and moral presence is a pillar 

of David’s existence. She has a great impact on him, guiding 

him with her moral clarity and wisdom: “Her eyes are bright, 

and I know they are directed at me, even though her words are 

few and simple.” [11] 

 

In conclution, in “David Copperfield,” Charles Dickens 

skillfully demonstrates the significant influence that educators 

may have on a person’s growth. He shows that not only teachers 

can educate children, but various kinds of surrounding 

personalities may also contribute on the upbringing of young 

minds. Dickens illustrates a range of teaching influences, from 

the repressive to the caring, through characters like Mr. 

Creakle, Dr. Strong, Mr. Micawber, Aunt Betsey, and Agnes 

Wickfield. Dr. Strong’s benevolence emphasizes the 

transformational power of loving guidance, while Mr. 

Creakle’s harshness serves as a warning against the destructive 

possibilities of abusive control.[12] The strength and optimism 

of Mr. Micawber, the practical wisdom and tough love of Aunt 

Betsey, the moral rectitude and emotional support of Agnes 

Wickfield, and their combined character all highlight the value 

of a variety of educational experiences in the process of 

personal development. These connections not only mold 

David’s personality and course in life, but they also reveal 

Dickens’own opinions regarding the vital role that teachers play 

in promoting moral and intellectual growth. Readers are 

reminded of the priceless importance mentors, in all its forms, 

play in molding our lives and assisting us in becoming more 

mature and self-aware through David’s path. 
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