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ABSTRACT

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India represents a significant overhaul aimed at revitalizing the country's education
system. Central to its objectives is the integration and revitalization of the Indian knowledge systems (IKS), aiming to restore and
promote traditional knowledge alongside contemporary education. This paper examines the implications of NEP 2020 on the Indian
knowledge system, analyzing its potential impact, challenges, and opportunities for the educational landscape in India. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant shift in India's approach to education by emphasizing the integration of Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS). This paper explores the historical context, the rationale behind this integration, and the potential impact
on contemporary education. Through an analysis of NEP 2020, we investigate how traditional knowledge, including ancient
sciences, languages, arts, and philosophical systems, can be harmoniously blended with modern educational practices to foster a
holistic learning environment. This research paper provides a structured overview of how NEP 2020 aims to target the Indian
knowledge system, examining its objectives, strategies, potential impacts, and challenges.
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INTRODUCTION

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive
framework designed to transform the Indian education system
to meet the challenges of the 21st century. One of its
fundamental aspects is the recognition and integration of the
Indian knowledge systems (IKS), which encompass traditional
and indigenous knowledge that has been integral to India's
cultural and intellectual heritage. This paper explores how NEP
2020 seeks to target and revitalize the Indian knowledge
system, examining its objectives, strategies, and potential
implications.

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) encompass a vast array of
disciplines, including Ayurveda, Yoga, Sanskrit, classical arts,
and ancient Indian mathematics and sciences. NEP 2020
recognizes the importance of these systems and proposes their
integration into the modern curriculum. This policy aims to
rejuvenate India's rich educational heritage while promoting a
more inclusive and diverse learning framework. The term
"Indian Knowledge Systems” (IKS) refers to the diverse
traditional knowledge systems and practices that have been
developed and transmitted over centuries within various
communities and regions across India. These systems
encompass a wide range of disciplines including but not limited
to medicine, agriculture, astronomy, philosophy, linguistics,
and arts, often rooted in indigenous cultures and practices.
"Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) refers to the
comprehensive and diverse knowledge systems
developed and nurtured in the Indian subcontinent over
centuries. These systems encompass traditional
knowledge in various domains such as science,

technology, medicine, arts, and social organization,
deeply rooted in India's cultural and philosophical
heritage.” (Indian National Science Academy, 2018)

India has a long-standing tradition of knowledge and education,
dating back to ancient universities like Nalanda and
Takshashila. These institutions were renowned for their diverse
curriculum, attracting scholars from across the globe. The
colonial era, however, disrupted this indigenous education
system, replacing it with a Western model that often
disregarded native knowledge.

NEP 2020 outlines several key objectives related to the
Indian knowledge system

» Integration and Revitalization: To integrate IKS into
the mainstream education system, thereby ensuring its
preservation and transmission to future generations.

» Promotion of Local Languages: To promote education
in regional languages and dialects, which are often
repositories of traditional knowledge.

» Research and Development: To encourage research and
development in traditional knowledge systems and
practices.

» Interdisciplinary  Approach: To foster an
interdisciplinary approach that bridges modern and
traditional knowledge systems.

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) proposes several subject
areas of IKS that require further investigation and analysis. This
covers the study of astronomy, mathematics, art, and culture, as
well as health and wellbeing. For every individual, community
wellbeing and quality of life are crucial, particularly in today's
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technologically advanced and quickly evolving world. The
literature currently in publication recommends developing Al
for medical applications. The proposed work to be carried out
in the IKS Lab has relevance in the context of the National
Education Policy of the Government of India (NEP2020) as
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The Government of India formed the IKS division within the
Ministry of Education with the goal of advancing
multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary research on all facets of
IKS and sharing IKS knowledge for future innovations and
societal applications. In order to revitalize IKS research in
India, the IKS division supports unique, serious, and in-depth
academic study in a variety of IKS disciplines. The traditional
knowledge in astronomy and mathematics, chemistry and
material science, health, wellness, and awareness studies,
political and economic ideas, arts, traditions, and rich culture
are all included in the IKS division.

Contribution to India's IKS Mission- The Indian Knowledge
System (IKS) is heavily emphasized in the National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP2020) for the overall development of pupils.
In addition to all-around professional growth, students must be
given traditional knowledge of medicine, mindfulness practices
(Vipassana), heritage, etc. in order for them to appreciate the
significance of IKS disciplines for optimum wellbeing. Thus,
the primary goal of this Al intervention-based research is to
fulfill the NEP2020's most significant expectation.

NEP 2020: Key Provisions for Indian Knowledge Systems
NEP 2020 outlines several key initiatives to integrate IKS into
the modern education system:
1. Curriculum Development: Introducing IKS at various
educational levels, from primary to higher education,
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ensuring students gain a comprehensive understanding
of their cultural heritage.

2. Teacher Training: Special programs for educators to
equip them with the knowledge and skills required to
teach IKS effectively.

3. Research and Innovation: Establishing research
centers dedicated to the study and advancement of
IKS.

4. Language  Preservation:  Promoting  classical

languages like Sanskrit, Pali, and Prakrit alongside

contemporary languages.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Encouraging the blending

of traditional knowledge with modern scientific and

technological advancements.

o

The Rationale for Integrating IKS
The integration of IKS offers numerous benefits:
e  Cultural Identity and Heritage: Strengthening students'
connection to their cultural roots and promoting a
sense of pride in their heritage.

e Holistic Education: Providing a well-rounded
education that includes moral, ethical, and spiritual
dimensions.

e Innovation and Sustainability: Drawing from
traditional practices and wisdom to address
contemporary issues such as sustainability and
wellness.
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Potential Impact on Contemporary Education
Integrating IKS into the curriculum can transform the
educational landscape in several ways:

i. Enhanced Critical Thinking: Exposure to diverse
knowledge systems encourages critical thinking and a
broader worldview.

ii. Inclusive Education: Recognizing and valuing
indigenous knowledge promotes inclusivity and
respect for diversity.

iii. Global Competence: Equipping students with unique
perspectives and skills that can be valuable in the
global arena.

Strategies and Implementation
NEP 2020 proposes several strategies to achieve its objectives
concerning the Indian knowledge system:

l. Curriculum Reforms: Revision of school and higher
education curricula to include modules on IKS and
promote a holistic understanding of India's cultural
and intellectual diversity.

. Teacher Training: Training programs for teachers to
equip them with the skills and knowledge necessary to
teach IKS effectively.

1. Resource Mobilization: Allocation of resources for
the documentation, preservation, and dissemination of
traditional knowledge systems.

(AVA Collaboration and Partnerships: Collaboration with
academic institutions, research organizations, and
traditional knowledge holders to bridge the gap
between theory and practice.

Impact and Implications:

The implementation of NEP 2020 targeting the Indian

knowledge system is expected to have several implications:
¢ Cultural Revitalization: Preservation and promotion
of India's rich cultural heritage and traditional
knowledge systems.

% Educational Equity: Inclusion of diverse perspectives
and knowledge systems, contributing to a more
inclusive and equitable education system.

+« Innovation and Sustainability: Integration of
traditional knowledge with modern scientific
advancements to foster innovation and sustainable
development.

+«+ Challenges: Challenges such as resistance to change,
resource constraints, and the need for capacity
building in IKS research and education.

Challenges and Recommendations

While the integration of IKS presents exciting opportunities, it

also poses challenges:
- Resource Allocation: Adequate funding and
resources are required to develop and implement IKS
curricula.
- Teacher Preparedness: Comprehensive training
programs are essential to prepare teachers for this new
approach.
- Curriculum Balance: Ensuring a balanced
curriculum that harmonizes traditional and modern
knowledge without overwhelming students.

To address these challenges, the following recommendations
are proposed:

i. Collaborative Frameworks: Establishing partnerships
between educational institutions, government bodies,
and IKS experts.

ii. Continuous  Evaluation:  Implementing  robust
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to assess the
effectiveness of IKS integration.

iii. Public Awareness Campaigns: Raising awareness
about the benefits of IKS through community
engagement and outreach programs.

CONCLUSION

The National Education Policy 2020 represents a paradigm shift
in India’s approach to education, particularly in its emphasis on
integrating and revitalizing the Indian knowledge system.
While the policy outlines ambitious objectives and strategies,
its successful implementation will depend on overcoming
challenges and harnessing opportunities to realize the full
potential of IKS in shaping India's educational landscape for
generations to come. The NEP 2020's emphasis on Indian
Knowledge Systems represents a visionary approach to
education that honors India's rich intellectual legacy while
preparing students for the future. By thoughtfully integrating
IKS into the modern curriculum, India can create a more
inclusive, holistic, and innovative educational environment that
benefits individuals and society as a whole.
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