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ABSTRACT

The issue of slavery in the Khiva khanate is one of the least studied pages not only in Khorezm, but also in the history of
Uzbekistan. There is no definitive research on this topic. From this point of view, the issue of studying and researching
this topic is of great importance in the science of history today. This article on the basis of written sources analyzes the
use slaves and treatment attitude to them in the Khiva khanate. The essence of slavery and its role in the socio-economic
life of the Khiva khanate were scientifically analyzed and conclusions were made by analyzing the spheres in which the
power of slaves was used and the attitude to them. At the same time, based on the content of the article, the issue of the
role of slaves and slavery in the political, socio-economic life of the Khiva khanate was scientifically analyzed. The article
analyzes the basics of slavery in the Khiva khanate from an economic point of view for the first time.
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DISCUSSION

According to historical sources, slave labor
was used in various fields in the Khiva khanate.
However, the slaves’ force was primarily used in
agriculture. It has been used in small quantities in
other fields, including the military and handicrafts.
The reason for it was that agriculture, which operated
in a out-of-date farming style, required a lot of labor.
The general question of why the power of slaves
should be used in general can be answered by the fact
that human trafficking is a lucrative business, like a
criminal chain between the Yavmud tribes and the
khan officials who support them.

It is known that agriculture in Khorezm was
based on man-made irrigation, and the fate of the
country and agriculture depended on it totally. That
situation required the cleaning of the large canals,
which was very laborious. The digging of canals and
ditches, their annual cleaning were included into the
main responsibility of the the population of the Khiva
khanate. It is certain that the slaves were also
involved in that work. Some Russian captives held in
the prisons of the Khiva khanate were also involved
in digging the canals. In particular, Andrei Borodin, a
Cossack from the Urals who was captured during the
Bekovich-Cherkassky expedition in 1717, noted that
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the slaves were driven to clean the canals in the
Khiva khanate every year in spring.[12]

Pyotr Maslov, a Russian citizen held captive
in the Khiva khanate in the 1830s, also mentioned
that he was involved in cleaning job in the Polvon
and Shohabad canals.[6]

The newspaper ‘Russkiy Invalid’ reported
that 100,000 people were mobilized in the khanate in
the early spring to clean the canals flowing from the
Amudarya, including Russian and Persian slaves.[11]

O. Shkapsky wrote the followings about
this in his book "Amu-darinskie ocherki": "Until
1873, the landowners in the khanate ruled the farms
with large areas of land with the help of slave forces"
[15].

McGahan, on the other hand, noted that
Matmurad Devonbegi, who had innumerable lands
on both banks of the river, had about 400 slaves.[9]

Ilya Ilichkov, a Ural Cossack who was
enslaved in the khanate in 1870-73, told of his
experiences as he and three other Russian captives
worked in the khan's Gandimiyon garden during the
winter and summer, digging from morning till night
and carrying humus to the garden in a cart.[13]

There are various sources on the attitude
towards the slaves in the khanate. This is natural and
certain that the very existence of slavery is a
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disgusting state at all forms, and the slaves
themselves, surely, would never evaluate their
situation positively, even if they were provided with
very good conditions. However, according to many
sources, household affairs or farming in the Khiva
khanate was not carried out only by slave forces. For
example, Andrei Nikitin, a captive in the Khiva
khanate, emphasizes the role of slavery in the
khanate as in followings:

‘The Khiva people themselves never do
heavy work such as land, field or garden work, which
has always been considered the work of slaves. If it
weren't for the Russian or Iranian and Kalmyk slaves,
I don't know what it would be like to fertilize the
extremely labor-intensive fields, to water the fields
frequently, to create gardens by watering and
irrigating, to plant crops: in a word, the Khiva people
live at the expense of slaves [1]. It is a great
historical mistake to come to such a conclusion
basing on the opinion of a person who did not know
the socio-economic life of the khanate.

The Russian ambassador to the khanate in
1858, N.P. Ignatev also said that "all the income in
this country, all the wealth of landowners, especially
influential officials, is formed due to the steadfast
work of Iranian slaves." In a country based solely on
agriculture, slaves are the only farmers. ”[4]

At this point, P.P. Ivanov in his work
"Excerpts from the history of Central Asia" according
to Vamberi, the famous Hungarian orientalist, he
said: “In Bukhara, especially in Khiva, only slaves
are engaged in agriculture, and in the Khiva khanate
alone they are more than 80,000. The rudeness of the
native people made the sword their necessary
weapon, and they considered the hoe as an unworthy
weapon and handed it over to their slaves.”[7]
However, here if N.P. Ignatev and A. Vamberis even
considering that they had been to Central Asia, we
cannot make conclusion that their opinion is correct.
The reason is that history has shown that almost 90%
of the social structure of the population of the Khiva
khanate consists of peasants, and a large part of the
material wealth of the society created in the khanate
was created not by slave labor, but by the labor of
native people.

It should be noted that the sources also
contain different information about the treatment and
attitude to the slaves. In particular, some slave
owners did not see their slaves as human beings and
kept them in very predicament conditions. But while
some of the captives lived in better conditions, they
tried to escape anyway. Some refugee slaves
(including Tikhon Ryazanov) even returned to
Khiva.[2] It was natural that the slaves who tried to
escape were severely punished. [8]

In general, the information about the plight
of slaves mentioned in the memoirs of many Russian
captives is not always true when compared with
information from other sources. In particular, the
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archival documents of the Khiva khanate contain a
lot of accurate information about how slaves should
work and how they were paid in time to eat and drink
as well as their clothings. [5]. In addition, there is
information from other Russian slaves, which
contradicts the above information about Russian
slaves, that their treatment of slaves was not always
bad or negative. Many slaves, especially those
enslaved in the military, were married to either their
own countrymen or Khiva women (including
captured Iranian General Ismail Mirpanji married to a
native khivian girl), Dementiy Ivanov, the head
watchman of Allakulikhan's stable, was married to a
Kyrgyzian slave woman; There are many such
examples of the lives of Russian prisoners of war
who were let and helped to get married. Especially in
the memoirs of Russian slaves, it is often mentioned
that they were encouraged to convert to Islam.
However, according to most of them, the conversion
of Russians to Islam in the khanate was not a very
strict requirement or a very strict obligation to
convert to Islam. They continued to believe in their
Christian religion. It's hard to say anything about
Iranian slaves alone. Due to the Sunni belief of the
time, the conversion of Iranian slaves from Shia to
Sunni sect of the religion was both a great blessing
and a firm obligation.

M. Ivanin writes that the Russian slaves
were treated very well by the Sarts. Only Uzbeks,
especially Turkmen, treated Russian slaves badly.[6]

If we pay attention to the content of the
conversations with several former Russian slaves
mentioned in Russian sources of this period, we can
see that the vast majority of them were treated well.
Including, N. Mikhailov's article in ‘Niva’ magazine,
‘Khiva asirlarining sadosi” (The Voice of the Khiva
Prisoners), provides information about the Russian
captive and the attitude towards the slaves in Khiva
khanate. According to this source, “The people of
Khiva are compassionate and kind to hard-working,
diligent and trustworthy captives, and appreciated
their hard work and services. They are not
discriminated against, no matter what their beliefs
are. The Turkmen, on the other hand, treated me very
badly: when I was taken to prison, the Turkmen tore
off the Christian cross around my neck and threw it
away. The people of Khiva do not insult our religion
and do not forbid our prayers . [10]

In general, slaves were also given the
opportunity to demonstrate their mental and physical
abilities. Talented and zealous slaves were able to
gain freedom and accumulate enough wealth, and
some even achieved a certain career or rank. For
example, the khan mahrams of the mid-19th century,
Matmurad and Khojali mahrams, were once
slaves.[5] Even Shirinbika, the most beloved wife of
Khiva khan Feruzkhan, was brought from Iran by the
Yavmuds in her youth and sold to the harem in the
slave market in Khiva. In addition, there were Shari'a
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rules under which a slave woman’s child could not
have any restrictions. In particular, Matniyaz
Devonbegi’s mother was a Russian slave. [6]

Russian slaves were mainly tasked with
teaching local warriors how to use modern cannons
and weapons needed by the khan's army because they
knew military equipment and martial arts; or with
training the Khiva army to the rules of modern
martial arts. For example, in 1838, Vasily Lavrentev
served as the khan's artillery chief.[3]

It is mentioned in the information about
P.G.Danilevsky's mission that Sergey Oga (dialect
word means big brother) was Khiva khan's most
beloved personnel "Minister of Artillery” came to
Khiva in 1842, and he led the artillery of the khan's
warriors during khan Allakulikhan's march to
Bukhara in 1842.[14]

The slaves belonging to the khan were fed in
time for their good work, and were constantly
supervised, taking care of the lands belonging to the
khan, and mainly the gardens in his field yard.
Between 1847 and 1850, 41 to 53 slaves worked in
the single Ropanic courtyard, looking after 31 horses
and 30 oxen at their disposal. In the yard of
Gullanbog, 8-10 slaves worked in those years, they
looked after 7 horses and 7 oxen. About 20 slaves
worked in the courtyard of Ogmachit.[5]

Similarly, many slaves served at the disposal
of princes, officials, merchants and priests, and 400
wealthy people in the khanate used the services of
slaves in the middle of the 19th century.[5]

The slaves would only do what was ordered,
and if a more profitable initiative came out of them,
the owner would do it. Female slaves usually did
housework. Male slaves were involved in farming.
According to archival data, in the 1849-1850
economic year, 6,000 botmons of wheat were
harvested from farms looked after the slaves in the
Kyzyltakir district. In the same year, the slaves
harvested 400 batman of rice, 40 batman of cotton,
30 batman of oats, and 150 batman of green-bean
from the lands of Kilich Niyazboy district.[5]

Naturally, the landowner, who had so much
produce, would give something to his slaves in
addition to the food he used. He also gave money to
the slave for clothes. Only Hasan devonbegi,
according to archival data, he allocated 104 coins to
52 slaves to buy clothes and outfit. Other documents
also state that in 1866-67, "5 slaves were given 5
coins to buy clothes and outfit." Or in the archives of
the Khiva khans, it is recorded that the same year
Otajon Tora gave 16 batmans of wheat to two slaves
who were in service from the month of Muharram to
the month of Jumadil-Awwal, and 2 gold coins were
spent to dress a slave newly bought in Ramadan. [5]

In general, in the Khiva khanate the labor
force of slaves was used in almost all spheres of
socio-economic life. However, the slaves’ force was
widely used, mainly in agriculture. The issue of the
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attitude towards the slaves is a relatively complex
one, as the written sources present contradicting
facts on it.

REFERENCES

1. Dal V.l .The story of a slave, a native of Khiva,
Andrei Nikitin. 1830 //in Russian. Utrennaya zarya:
Almanac for 1838. Ed. V. Vladislavlev. - SPb .:
Military. type., 1838 .Pp. 188-211

2. Dal V. I. The story of the Astrakhan tradesman
Tikhon lvanov Ryazanov who came out of the Khiva
captivity / V. 1. Dal // Morning Dawn: Almanac for
1839/ Ed. V. Vladislavlev. - SPb., 1839 .Pp. 74-92

3. Dal V.l. The story of a Russian prisoner from Khiva,
Yakov Zinoviev. 1838 / V.l.Dal // St. Petersburg
Bulletin. - SPb., 1839. - No. 22. - January 27. Pp.
97-98; No0.23 of 28 Jan. Pp. 100-102; No.24 of
January 29. Pp.106-108

4. Zalesov N.G. Embassy in Khiva and Bukhara of
Colonel Ignatiev // Rus. vestn. 1871. No. 3. P. 47

5. Yuldashev M. I. Feudal land ownership and state
structure in the Khiva khanate. - Tashkent:
O'zDavnashr, 1959. p. 363

6. Ivanin M. Khiva and the Amu-Darya River (in
Uzbek), Turkestan Collection; T.050, St. Petersburg:
Marine collection. Pp. 269-319

7. Ivanov P. P. Essays on the history of Central Asia
(16th - mid-19th century) (in Russian), Moscow,

Leningrad: Vostochnaya Literatura (Eastern
Literature) Publishing House. 1958. Pp. 164.
(p.249)

8. Infantyev P. Tamyr. A story from Life among the
Turkmen and Khivans(in Russian), Saint Petersburg,
Bookstore Publishing named after P.V. Lukovnikov.
Typo lithography "Energya”, 1912. P.49 (Pdf). P.19

9. Mac Gahan A.Ya. Military operations on the Oxus
and the fall of Khiva (translated from English into
Russian). - M., 1875. P. 304 (226-228 (266))

10. Mikhailov N. Voice of Khiva prisoners(in Russian) //
Niva, 1873, No. 30. Pp. 465-470

11. Essays on the Khiva Khanate.(in Russian) //
Russian disabled. No. 76-77. Turkestan collection.
No. 72. St. Petersburg. 1873 Pp. 004a-005¢g

12. A trip from Orsk to Khiva and back, made in 1740-
1741 by Gladyshev and Muravin. ,(in Russian) //
Published with the introduction of a modern map of
Millerov's route from Orsk to Zyungor possessions
and back by Ya. V. Khanykov. - SPb .: Printing
house of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 1851 .-- 85
p., 2 p. kart.

13. Stories of prisoners from Khiva. ,(in Russian) //
Turkestan Collection. T.046. - St. Petersburg: Stock
Exchange. 1873, Pp. 264-268

14. Russia: A complete geographical description of our
fatherland. Handbook and road book: [In 11 T.] /
Ed. V.P. Semenov-Tyanshansky; Under total. hands.
V.P. Semenov-Tyanshansky and V.l. Lamansky. -
SPb .: Ed. A.F. Devriena, 1899-1914. T. 19:
Turkestan Territory / (in Russian) Comp. Prince V.I.
Masalsky; [Preface: V. Semenov-tyan-shanskiy and
L. Berg]. - 1913. - X, p. 861, [7] p. maps .: ill, p. 385

15. Shkapsky O. Amu-Darya sketches. On the
Agricultural Issues on the Lower Amu Darya,(in
Russian) Moscow, 1900, p. 153

www.eprajournals.com | Journal DOI URL: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013

375



