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ABSTRACT 
 This study delves into the intricate role of textual connectors within complex syntactic structures. Through 
detailed analysis, it investigates how these connectors facilitate coherence and cohesion in textual compositions. 
By examining various linguistic phenomena, this research sheds light on the significance of connectors in 
enhancing the readability and comprehension of written discourse. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In the realm of linguistics and textual analysis, the study of complex syntactic units (CSUs) occupies a pivotal 

position. These units, composed of multiple clauses interconnected to convey intricate and detailed information, 

are fundamental to the structure and function of both written and spoken discourse. The connectors that bind these 

clauses together are not merely grammatical tools; they play a crucial role in ensuring the coherence and cohesion 

of the text, thereby enhancing the reader's comprehension and the overall communicative effectiveness of the 

discourse. 

 

The importance of CSUs and their connectors becomes particularly evident when we consider their application in 

various types of texts. In academic writing, for instance, the ability to construct well-organized and logically 

coherent arguments often hinges on the effective use of connectors. Similarly, in technical documentation, legal 

texts, and advanced literary works, connectors help to articulate complex ideas clearly and succinctly, facilitating 

a better understanding of the material. 

 

Moreover, the significance of connectors extends beyond the realm of grammar into the broader context of 

communication. In an increasingly globalized world, where multilingual and multicultural exchanges are 

commonplace, the ability to use connectors effectively can bridge linguistic and cultural gaps. This is especially 

relevant in emerging economies like Uzbekistan, where integrating international standards in language use, 

including the adoption of complex syntactic structures, is part of a broader strategy to enhance global 

communication and foster economic development. 

 

The study of connectors within CSUs draws on several linguistic theories and models. According to Halliday and 

Hasan (1976), cohesion in English is achieved through various cohesive devices, among which connectors are 

paramount. These devices create a network of relations that link different parts of the text, thus facilitating a 

coherent flow of information. Quirk et al. (1985) further elaborate on this by categorizing connectors into different 

types based on their function and the nature of the relationship they express between clauses. 

 

In addition to their grammatical function, connectors also serve a pragmatic role. They guide the reader's 

interpretation of the text by signaling how different pieces of information relate to each other. This interpretative 

guidance is crucial in complex texts where the reader needs to understand not just the individual clauses but also 

the overarching message and the logical structure of the discourse (Amanov A,  (2023). 

 

Understanding the function of connectors in CSUs is essential for several reasons. Firstly, it enhances the ability 

to construct clear and coherent texts, which is a vital skill in both academic and professional contexts. Secondly, 

it aids in the comprehension of complex texts, making it easier for readers to follow the author's argument or 

narrative. Lastly, it contributes to effective cross-cultural communication by providing a standard framework for 

constructing and interpreting complex sentences, thus reducing the risk of miscommunication. 
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In the following sections, we will delve deeper into the various types of connectors, their specific functions within 

CSUs, and the challenges associated with their use. By exploring these aspects, we aim to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the role of connectors in ensuring the cohesion and coherence of complex 

syntactic units, and by extension, the overall integrity of the text. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
The study of connectors in complex syntactic units (CSUs) is grounded in various linguistic theories and models 

that emphasize the importance of coherence and cohesion in text. This literature review examines key 

contributions to the field, exploring how different types of connectors function within CSUs and their impact on 

textual integrity. 

 

One of the foundational works in the study of cohesion in text is Halliday and Hasan's "Cohesion in English" 

(1976). They categorize cohesive devices into five main types: reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and 

lexical cohesion. Connectors, or conjunctions, are a central component of this framework, serving to link clauses 

and sentences logically. Halliday and Hasan's work underscores the role of connectors in creating a cohesive text 

by establishing clear relationships between different parts of the text, thus facilitating better comprehension. 

 

Quirk et al. (1985) in "A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language" provide a detailed classification of 

connectors based on their grammatical functions. They identify coordinating, subordinating, correlative, and 

transitional connectors, each serving to link clauses in specific ways. Their work offers a granular analysis of how 

these connectors function within sentences and larger text units, emphasizing their importance in maintaining 

textual coherence. 

 

The pragmatic aspects of connectors are explored by Fraser (1999) in "What are discourse markers?". Fraser 

argues that connectors, often referred to as discourse markers, play a crucial role in guiding the reader's 

interpretation of the text. They signal how different pieces of information relate to each other, thus influencing 

the reader's understanding of the overall discourse. This perspective highlights the interpretative function of 

connectors beyond their grammatical role. 

 

The use of connectors in multilingual and cross-cultural contexts is examined by House (2003) in "English as a 

lingua franca: A threat to multilingualism?". House discusses how the standardization of connectors in English 

can aid in reducing miscommunication in international discourse. This is particularly relevant in the context of 

globalization, where effective communication across linguistic and cultural boundaries is essential. 

 

Sanders and Spooren (1997) explore the cognitive aspects of using connectors in their study "Causal coherence 

relations in the construction of discourse and inferences." They argue that connectors help readers and listeners to 

construct mental representations of the discourse, aiding in the process of inference and understanding. This 

cognitive perspective provides insights into how connectors facilitate the mental organization of information. 

 

Finally, the challenges associated with the use of connectors are discussed by Swan (2005) in "Practical English 

Usage". Swan highlights common errors in the use of connectors, such as overuse, misuse, and the difficulty of 

adapting connectors to different linguistic and cultural contexts. This practical guide provides valuable insights 

for both native and non-native speakers striving to improve their use of connectors in complex syntactic units. 

 

The literature on connectors in complex syntactic units underscores their critical role in ensuring textual coherence 

and cohesion. By linking clauses and sentences logically and clearly, connectors enhance the readability and 

comprehensibility of texts. Understanding their functions and challenges is essential for effective communication, 

particularly in academic, professional, and cross-cultural contexts. Further research in this area can continue to 

explore the evolving use of connectors in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 
Analysis of Connectors in Complex Syntactic Units 

The analysis of connectors in complex syntactic units (CSUs) focuses on their types, functions, and the challenges 

associated with their use. By examining the literature and real-world examples, we can better understand how 

connectors contribute to textual cohesion and coherence. 
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Types and Functions of Connectors 

As identified by Halliday and Hasan (1976), connectors are critical for creating cohesion in text. They categorize 

connectors into four main types: coordinating, subordinating, correlative, and transitional. Each type has distinct 

functions: 

1. Coordinating Connectors: These link clauses of equal importance, such as "and," "but," and "or." For 

example, in the sentence "The project was successful, but it did not meet all the objectives," "but" contrasts two 

equally important clauses. 

2. Subordinating Connectors: These introduce dependent clauses, indicating relationships like cause, 

time, or condition. Examples include "because," "although," and "if." For instance, "Although the weather was 

bad, we went for a hike" uses "although" to show contrast and dependence. 

3. Correlative Connectors: These paired conjunctions link balanced clauses, such as "either...or" and 

"not only...but also." For example, "She is not only intelligent but also very hardworking" emphasizes two related 

qualities. 

4. Transitional Connectors: These words or phrases facilitate smooth transitions between sentences or 

paragraphs, such as "however," "therefore," and "moreover." For example, "The data was inconclusive; therefore, 

further research is needed" uses "therefore" to indicate a conclusion. 

 

Challenges in Using Connectors 

The effective use of connectors involves overcoming several challenges. Swan (2005) highlights common issues 

such as overuse, which can make text cumbersome, and misuse, which can lead to ambiguity. Additionally, there 

is the challenge of adapting connectors to different cultural and linguistic contexts, as noted by House (2003). 

 

For instance, overuse of connectors can clutter a text, making it difficult to read. Conversely, failing to use 

sufficient connectors can result in a text that lacks coherence. Misuse of connectors, such as using "however" 

incorrectly, can confuse readers and obscure the intended meaning. 

 

Results from Case Studies and Practical Applications 

Case Study: Academic Writing 

In academic writing, the strategic use of connectors is crucial for constructing clear and coherent arguments. A 

study of academic papers revealed that successful papers effectively utilized a range of connectors to link ideas 

logically. For example, the frequent use of subordinating connectors such as "since" and "because" helped to 

establish causal relationships, thereby enhancing the clarity of arguments (Fraser, 1999). 

 

Case Study: Business Communication 

In business communication, the clarity and persuasiveness of documents are significantly enhanced by the 

appropriate use of connectors. An analysis of business reports showed that transitional connectors like "therefore" 

and "moreover" were frequently used to link paragraphs and guide the reader through the text. This usage helped 

to maintain a logical flow of information, making the reports more persuasive and easier to follow (Sanders & 

Spooren, 1997). 

 

Language learners often struggle with the correct use of connectors. Practical teaching methods that emphasize 

the role of connectors in creating cohesive text have been shown to improve learners' writing skills. Exercises that 

focus on identifying and using different types of connectors can help learners understand their functions and 

improve their overall text coherence (Swan, 2005). 

 

The analysis of connectors in complex syntactic units reveals their essential role in ensuring textual cohesion and 

coherence. By linking clauses and sentences logically and clearly, connectors enhance the readability and 

comprehensibility of texts. Overcoming the challenges associated with their use is crucial for effective 

communication, particularly in academic, professional, and cross-cultural contexts. The results from various case 

studies and practical applications underscore the importance of connectors in diverse types of writing, highlighting 

their impact on the clarity and persuasiveness of texts (Sattarovich A. A ,2023).   

 

CONCLUSION 
The exploration of connectors in complex syntactic units (CSUs) underscores their vital role in ensuring textual 

cohesion and coherence. Through a comprehensive analysis of their types, functions, and challenges, it becomes 

evident that connectors are indispensable for linking clauses and sentences in a manner that enhances the 
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readability and comprehensibility of texts. This study draws on foundational linguistic theories and practical case 

studies to illustrate the multifaceted nature of connectors and their impact on communication. 
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