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ABSTRACT 
The article informs about the famous historian and commentator Allama Aba Ja'far al-Tabari. Also, the role of his work "Tarikh al-

Umam wa-l-Muluk" dedicated to the interpretation of the verses of the Holy Qur'an and the history of nations and kings in the study 

of Islamic history, the opinions of the researchers who are engaged in the history of Islam and the author are described. 
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Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari was born in the year 839 in the city of Amul, the capital of Tabaristan, in a Persian family. 

He went to the cities of Rai, Baghdad, Kufa, Basra, and Fustot in search of knowledge. He was a scholar of history, tafsir, 

jurisprudence and hadith. He received the rank of imam of mufassirs 1. In his youth, he went to Baghdad to learn from Imam Ahmed 

ibn Hanbal (780-855), but the Imam had died 2. Allama often quarreled with the Hanbalis in Baghdad. His supporters saw the 

Hanbalis as their enemies 3. The enmity of the two sides reached such a level that al-Tabari's supporters held his funeral at night, 

fearing that they would riot at the funeral of the scholar 4. 

 

At the root of such disagreements is the fact that al-Tabari himself was the founder of the sect. He first followed the Shafi'i school 

and later founded the "Jariri" school. His sect was slightly different from Shafi'ism. The sect of Jarirism lasted only two centuries 

after his death 5. 

 

Alloma wrote more than 20 works during his life. “Jame'u-l-bayan fiy ta'wili-l-Qur'an 6”, which gained fame under the name "Tafsir 

Tabari", is considered by researchers as the first perfect source written in the direction of tafsir. It is true that the work contains a lot 

of hadiths and even Israelite narrations of different degrees of authenticity or weakness. However, this commentary has much more 

useful information. Allama used simple, fluent sentences to explain the interpretation of the verses of the Holy Qur'an, so that the 

person who reads it will understand the meanings of the Qur'an and enjoy the charm of the Arabic language. 

          The study of Islamic history cannot be imagined without “Tarikh al-Umam wa-l-Muluk”. His work on the history of prophets 

and kings is also known as "Tarihi Tabari" 7. These two works of his have received the status of encyclopedias of their fields. 

According to F. Sezgin, "Tabari is one of the great representatives of the science of the Muslim world. The scientist became known 

to the world through two monumental works" 8. Muhammad Abul-Fadl, while researching the history of Ibrahim Tabari, expresses 

the following thoughts about the scholar: "He is like a snowman who knows nothing but the Qur'an, a muhaddith who knows nothing 

but hadith, a jurist who knows nothing but fiqh, and a grammarian who knows nothing but the Arabic language. Due to his profound 

knowledge and intelligence, he reached the level of a university that walks on two legs" 9. 

 
1 Yakut al-Hamawi. Mu'jam al-udabo. - Beirut: Dar al-gharb al-Islami, 1993. - Volume 6. - B. 2445. 
2 Mary J. W. Medieval Islamic Civilization. An Encyclopedia. - New York. London: Routledge, 2005. P. 791. 
3 Prozorov S. M. Khrestomatia po Islam. - M.: Nauka, 1994. - T. 1. – S. 50. 
4 Mary J. W. Medieval Islamic Civilization. An Encyclopedia. - New York. London: Routledge, 2005. P. 791. 
5 Ali A., Thiam I. D., Talib Y. A. The Different aspects of Islamic culture: Islam in the World today; Islam and the Muslim world today. – 

UNESCO Publishing, 2016. – P. 24. 
6 This interpretation is interpreted in different ways in Arabic: 1. جامع البيان في تأويل القرآن  .2 جامع البيان في تفسير القرآن 
7 al-Tabari. Tarikhul-umam wa-l-muluk: 8 volumes. - Cairo, 1982. 
8  Fuat Sezgin: Geschichte des Arabischen Schrifttums. - Leiden: Brill, 1967. - B.323. 
 Muhammad Abul-Fadl Ibrahim (1900-1980) was an Egyptian expert on the Arabic language, who prepared the critical – محمد أبو الفضل إبراهيم  9

text of many works written in the Middle Ages. In particular, he studied "Arab Days" (Ayyamu-l-arab), Arabic short stories, as well as the works 
of Arab scholars during Jahiliyat and Islam. 
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 In writing his work, Tabari made good use of the works of a number of historians who passed before him. For example, Saif ibn 

al-Tamimi 10, Abu Mikhnaf 11, al-Madoini 12, Ibn Shabba, al-Waqidi 13, Nasr Ibn Mazahim 14, Abu Mashar Sinadi 15, Ibn Ishaq and 

a number of other historians can be counted. 

 

At the same time, emphasizing the compilativeness of Tabari's works significantly loses the author's creative approach to the source. 

In the 20th century, thanks to the researches of N.A. Mednikov and Yu. Wellhausen, it became known that Tabari used his sources 

in an original way. In his "history" he singled out the author or group of authors he considered the most reliable, as N.A. Mednikov 

noted, "He chose a leader for himself." Tabari sometimes chooses Muhammad ibn Sa'id, sometimes Ibn Sa'd, sometimes Waqidi, 

sometimes Saif ibn Umar. In most cases, Tabari mentions the narration of the event, which he considers reliable from his point of 

view, at the beginning of the story, and then he narrates other narrations without a final conclusion. 

 

The history of Tabari from the creation of the world to 302/914-15 was published in 1901 16 by Dutch orientalist de Goeje 17. In 

1960-1969, Muhammad Abul-Fadl Ibrahim published an Arabic version of the book in 11 volumes based on the text of the European 

edition 18. 

 

Mansur ibn Nuh, one of the leaders of the Samanid dynasty, who lived in the second half of the 10th century, abridged the history 

of Abu Muhammad ibn Muhammad Bal'ami Tabari and translated it into Persian. The work "Tarihi Tabari" in Persian became 

popular in the Near and Middle East and was translated into other Eastern languages. Researcher I.A. According to Kolesnikov, the 

critical text of Balamy's translation has not reached us 19. 

 

The second half of the 9th century The importance of this work of the famous historian Tabari, who lived in the first quarter of the 

10th century, is incomparable in the study of the first three centuries of the history of the Muslim world. Medieval authors often 

refer to his work as a source. The cumulative nature of the work, which preserves all the events familiar to Tabari, allows him to 

imagine the diversity of the traditions of oral transmission of information. Based on this, he determines the directions of criticism 

of the first sources. Tabari can be considered as the last historian-traditionist to ensure the completeness of isnads by carefully 

studying the generation of informants and creating an opportunity for readers to understand the narrations that are contradictory to 

the events. 
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