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ABSTRACT
Religious media content in traditional, digital, and web media space is serving as a powerful tool for studying religion. This article
examines methodologies ranging from textual analysis of religious media content to digital trends. Approaches to the analysis of oral
and written speech, as well as visual media contents, are revealed. It explores various methodologies used to study religious media
content in the digital age. It argues that a multifaceted approach is necessary to understand the complexities of religious media. Textual
analysis, visual analysis, ethnography, and digital methods, demonstrating how each approach can contribute to a deeper
understanding of religious traditions.

KEY WORDS: Religion, religious content, textual analysis, critical discourse analysis, visual analysis, ethnography, digital
methods, religious websites, Social media.

INTRODUCTION

Religion in the modern world transcends the dusty pages of ancient scriptures and the imposing walls of cathedrals. It flows through
a constant stream of social media posts, online sermons, and meticulously designed religious websites. This ever-expanding realm
of religious media content offers a captivating window into the beliefs, practices, and evolution of various religious traditions. In
today’s world, religion permeates our lives not just through ancient scriptures and towering cathedrals, but also through a constant
stream of social media posts, online sermons, and religious websites. This ever-expanding realm of religious media content offers a
captivating window into the beliefs, practices, and evolution of religious traditions. However, to truly understand the significance
of these diverse materials, a multifaceted approach is required. “Religious media content, encompassing a vast array of formats from
ancient scriptures to contemporary social media posts serves as a powerful lens through which to examine the ever-evolving world
of religion.” [1, 12-p]

Also, as Paroma in his book of “Religion and the Media” (2011) emphasizes that understanding the intricacies of this content is
crucial for deciphering the dynamics of religious belief, practice, and adaptation in the digital age. This article embarks on a
methodological exploration, illuminating the diverse approaches employed by scholars to unlock the meaning embedded within
religious media. It delves into a range of established methodologies, each offering unique insights. Textual analysis forms the
cornerstone, meticulously examining the content, language, and symbolism within religious texts, both historical and contemporary
This approach allows researchers to uncover the core themes and messages communicated through these materials.

By examining techniques like textual analysis, critical discourse analysis, visual analysis, ethnography, and digital methods, we can
gain a richer understanding of how religious media shapes and reflects the world around us. This exploration will not only illuminate
the power of religious media in transmitting core beliefs and narratives, but also reveal the intricate relationship between media and
the lived experience of religion.

ANALYSIS

Textual analysis serves as a cornerstone methodology within the study of religious media content. It delves into the intricacies of
religious texts, both historical and contemporary, to unlock their deeper meaning and significance. “Imagine a detective meticulously
examining a crime scene; in textual analysis, the evidence lies within the words, phrases, and overall structure of the text[2, 18-p]
This approach offers scholars a powerful lens to explore the core beliefs, values, and practices embedded within religious traditions.
This involves a close reading of the text, focusing on the central themes, narratives, and arguments presented. Textual analysis
examines the specific language used, including word choice, figurative language (metaphors, similes, etc.), and sentence structure.
For example, analyzing the poetic imagery in the Quran, such as metaphors comparing God’s light to guidance (Qur’an 24:35),
reveals the importance of divine illumination. Many religious texts employ rich symbolic language. Textual analysis helps identify
these symbols and decipher their deeper meaning within the religious context. Understanding the historical and cultural context in
which a religious text was written is crucial. Religious texts come in various forms, such as laws, poetry, prophesies, or narratives.
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Analyzing the genre helps researchers understand the text’s intended purpose and interpret it accordingly. Textual analysis serves
as a powerful tool for unlocking the meaning and significance of religious media. By meticulously examining the content, language,
and context of religious texts, researchers gain invaluable insights into the core beliefs, practices, and evolution of religious
traditions.

Religious media extends far beyond the written word. Powerful imagery, from ancient cave paintings to contemporary religious
films, plays a crucial role in transmitting beliefs, values, and narratives. Visual analysis, a key methodology in studying religious
media, delves into the symbolic meaning embedded within these visual elements. It’s akin to deciphering a secret language, where
colors, compositions, and even lighting choices all hold significance. Visual analysis look for subject matter: this involves
identifying the central figures, objects, or scenes depicted in the artwork or film. Symbolism: visual analysis goes beyond surface
appearance to identify symbolic elements. Color: colors often hold symbolic meaning in religious contexts. Composition: the
arrangement of elements within an image can convey meaning. Light and Shadow: the use of light and shadow can evoke emotions
and highlight specific figures or objects.

Visual analysis serves as a valuable tool for unlocking the deeper meaning of religious media. By examining the symbolic elements,
compositions, and artistic choices within religious imagery, researchers gain a richer understanding of how religious traditions use
visuals to communicate their core messages and evoke emotions in viewers. Visual analysis serves as a valuable tool for
understanding the deeper meaning of religious imagery. By examining the symbolic elements, compositions, and artistic choices
within religious art, researchers can gain a richer understanding of how religious traditions use visuals to communicate their core
messages and evoke emotions in viewers.[3, 112-p] In other words, Krieg emphasizes that analyzing the use of symbols, the way
elements are arranged within an image (composition), and the deliberate choices made by the artist (such as color and light) helps
us decipher the messages and emotional impact of religious art.

There is another one called digital methods, which is being popular worldwide. This approach leverages data analysis tools and
social network analysis to understand online religious content. Researchers can analyze religious websites, forums, social media
trends, and online religious communities to gain insights into contemporary religious beliefs, practices, and digital trends.

RESULTS

In accordance with listed methods two prominent websites of Germany and Uzbekistan have been observed. Islamische-Zeitung.de,
situated in a diverse, secular society, frequently addresses issues of integration, religious discrimination faced by Muslims in Europe,
and the need for mutual understanding between Muslim and non-Muslim communities. Islom.uz, operating in a predominantly
Muslim nation, grapples more with internal debates on tolerance towards diverse Islamic interpretations and expressions within
Uzbek society. Islamische-Zeitung.de caters to a broader audience, including German society at large, aiming to bridge the gap
between Muslim and non-Muslim communities. Islom.uz primarily targets Uzbek Muslims, focusing on internal religious dialogues
and promoting harmonious relations within the Muslim community itself.

Islamische-Zeitung.de frequently utilizes the term “tolerance” explicitly, advocating for its application in diverse spheres like
religious practices, cultural expressions, and political discourse. Islom.uz tends to employ broader concepts like “respect,”
“understanding,” and “compassion” while implicitly incorporating them into discussions of interfaith relations and internal religious
dialogues. Islamische-Zeitung.de: In an article titled “Tolerance is No Weakness,” author Ahmet Toprak condemns Islamophobia
and argues for interfaith understanding based on shared values of justice and compassion. He cites Qur’an verses like “There is no
compulsion in religion” (2:256) as foundational principles for building tolerance [4].

Islom.uz: In a piece titled “The Importance of Mutual Respect among Muslims,” Sheikh Muhammad Yusuf emphasizes the need
for understanding and respecting diverse interpretations within Islam, drawing upon Prophetic traditions advocating for peaceful
discourse and avoiding unnecessary disputes[5]. Islamische-zeitung.de: An article condemning the Charlie Hebdo attacks in France,
emphasizing the importance of peaceful dialogue and respect for all faiths.

The differences likely stem from the historical and social contexts of each nation, target audience considerations, and potentially
underlying theological or ideological perspectives. Recognizing these nuances is crucial for understanding the diverse ways
tolerance is represented within Islamic media and fostering genuine interfaith dialogue and understanding across Muslim
communities and wider societies.

This comparative analysis reveals both shared and distinct understandings of tolerance on Islamische-Zeitung.de and Islom.uz.
While both emphasize tolerance as a core Islamic value, the specific contexts and target audiences shape how this concept is
articulated and applied. Recognizing these nuances is crucial for fostering genuine interfaith dialogue and understanding across
diverse Muslim communities and wider societies. Future research could explore a wider range of Islamic websites, delve deeper

£ 2024 EPRAIJRD | Journal DOI: https:;/doi.org/10.36713/epra2016 | https://eprajournals.com/ I 197 |



~~

e

SJIF Impact Factor (2024): 8.675| ISI L.F. Value: 1.241| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2016  ISSN: 2455-7838(Online)
EPRA International Journal of Research and Development (IJRD)

Volume: 9 | Issue: 6 | June 2024 - Peer Reviewed Journal

into the underlying factors shaping their representations of tolerance, and examine the potential impact of these online discourses
on interfaith relations and social cohesion.

CONCLUSION

In today’s world, religion permeates our lives not just through ancient scriptures but through a constant stream of social media posts,
online sermons, and religious websites. This ever-expanding realm of religious media content offers a captivating window into the
beliefs, practices, and evolution of religious traditions. However, to truly understand the significance of these diverse materials, a
multifaceted approach is required.

This article has explored some key methodologies employed by scholars to navigate the complex landscape of religious media. Each
approach offers unique strengths and contributes to a richer understanding of the sacred messages embedded within these materials.

Text analysis the cornerstone approach, meticulously examining the content, language, and symbolism within religious texts.[6,
18-p] It excels at uncovering core themes, theological arguments, and the evolution of religious thought through comparisons of
texts from different periods. Visual Analysis: Focuses on the symbolic meaning conveyed through artistic choices in religious art,
films, and photography. It offers insights into how emotions are evoked and narratives are transmitted. [7,112-p]. However, visual
analysis requires careful consideration of historical and cultural context, as an image’s meaning might vary depending on the
viewer’s background. Researchers immerse themselves within religious communities, observing firsthand how media is used and
interpreted in everyday life. This approach provides valuable insights into the lived experience of religion and the complex
relationship between media and social practices. Studying a religious community’s use of online forums can reveal how they foster
social connection and share religious teachings. However, ethnographic research can be time-consuming and may not be
generalizable to other religious communities.

Ultimately, a multifaceted approach that combines these diverse methodologies is most effective in understanding religious media
content. Textual analysis provides a foundation, while visual analysis, ethnography, and digital methods offer additional layers of
understanding. By employing this multifaceted approach, we can appreciate the richness and complexity of religious media,
fostering a deeper understanding of the sacred messages communicated through an ever-diversifying array of formats. This
exploration not only illuminates the power of religious media in transmitting core beliefs and narratives, but also reveals the intricate
relationship between media and the lived experience of religion. As religious traditions continue to adapt and evolve in the digital
age, these methodologies will undoubtedly continue to play a vital role in helping us understand the ever-changing landscape of
faith.

REFERENCES
1. M. Hussain, Syed Faridul Ahsan Rahman. (2020) ”"Media, Religion, and Society: A Global Perspective”.Routledge.12p
2. Moore, Sanders. (2017) “Biblical Interpretation: An Integrated Approach”.Oxford university Press.18p
3. Krieg, G. A. (2006). “Religious Art in a Secular Age: Aesthetics, Ideology, and the Critical Study of Visual Culture “. Ashgate

Publishing. 112p

H.Hendershot. (2016). “Religion in the digital Age”. Fordham university. 50p

L.Paroma. (2011)”Religion and Social media”. Green Bay. 29p

https://islamische-zeitung.de/category/english/

https://islom.uz/magolalar/6/1

Toupxonobuy 3. K. UCJIOM TAPUXUHU YPTAHUILIIA MAHEA BA VJIAP BUJIAH BOFJIUK MACAJIAJIAP //European

Journal of Interdisciplinary Research and Development. — 2024. - T. 24. - C. 170-173.

9. Toirjonovich Z. K. WORKS IN THE GENRE OF SIIRA AND TABAKAT ARE AN IMPORTANT SOURCE IN THE STUDY OF
ARAB-MUSLIM HISTORY //" NEW CENTURY"-SCIENTIFIC-METHODICAL JOURNAL. -2023. - T. 1. - Ne. 1.

10. 3oxu0o8 K. T. “TABAKOT” ACAPJIAPMHUHI MCJIOM TAPUXWUHW YPTAHUILIIIATV YPHU //Talgin va tadqgigotlar ilmiy-
uslubiy jurnali. - 2022. - T. 1. - Ne. 13. - C. 61-64.

11. 3oxudod K. T. MEH WCXOK-CUUPAIIIYHOC/IMK XAHPU ACOCUMCH //Proceedings of International Conference on
Educational Discoveries and Humanities. — 2023. - T. 2. - Ne. 1. - C. 114-116.

12. Islomov Z. International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan—a result of the reforms worth to the centuries //The Light of Islam. — 2018. -
T.1.-Ne. 1.

13. Islomov Z. The role of the international Islamic academy of Uzbekistan in the development of Islamic studies //The Light of Islam. -
2019. - T.2019. -Ne. 1. - C. 1.

14. Islomov Z. Source studies analysis of manuscripts of “muqgaddimatu-ladab” in foreign archival funds //The Light of Islam. - 2019. - T.
2019. - Ne. 4. - C. 41.

15. Islamov Z. et al. WRITING DOWN OF HADITHS IN THE VII-VIII CENTURIES: APPROACHES AND METHODS
//PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION. - 2021. - T. 58. = Ne. 1. - C. 5536-5545.

® NS

€1 2024 EPRAIJRD | Journal DOI: https:/doi.org/10.36713/epra2016 | https:/eprajournals.com/ I 198 |


https://islamische-zeitung.de/category/english/
https://islom.uz/maqolalar/6/1

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.

22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
28.

-~

: L)

SJIF Impact Factor (2024): 8.675| ISI L.F. Value: 1.241| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2016  ISSN: 2455-7838(Online)
EPRA International Journal of Research and Development (IJRD)

Volume: 9 | Issue: 6 | June 2024 - Peer Reviewed Journal

Maxsudov D. Pasbumue uciamobedenus (koparoBedenus) 6 V3dexucmane: ucmopus u cobpemenrocnms //Becmnux KasHY, Cepusa
PeaueuoBederue. — 2020. - T. 21. - Ne. 1. - C. 60-67.

Maxsudov D. The development of transmitted and rational tafsirs //The Light of Islam. - 2019. - T. 2019. - Ne. 1. - C. 9.

Makhsudov D. Muslim world scientists of the temurids period //The Light of Islam. - 2019. - T. 2019. - Ne. 3. - C. 4.

Makhsudov D. Manuscripts of abul barakat al-nasafi's works on furu’Al-Figh //Asian Journal of Multidimensional Research. - 2023.
-T.12. - Ne. 1. - C. 31-34.

Makhsudov D. R. Mufassirs of Mawarannahy //IS] Theoretical & Applied Science, 12 (80). — 2019. - C. 539-543.

Makhsudov D. R. MY®ACCUPbI MABEPAHHAXPA B CPEIJHUX BEKAX //Theoretical & Applied Science. - 2019. - Ne. 12. -
C. 539-543.

Makhsudov D. A GENIUS OF THE WORLD //Theoretical & Applied Science. — 2019. - Ne. 5. - C. 544-548.

Ugli A. Z. Z. THE PLACE OF ALIKHANTORA SOGUNIY IN THE HISTORY OF EAST TURKESTAN //Colloquium-journal. -
Tosonpucmancokuil Micokpaiionnui yenmp sainsamocmi, 2020. - Ne. 24 (76). - C. 32-33.

Arslonov Z., Ergashev H. ALIKHANTORA SOGUNIY'S VIEWS ON POLITICAL GOVERNANCE IN EAST TURKESTAN
//Cmydenueckuii becmmux. — 2020. - Ne. 32-2. - C. 84-85.

Ugli A. Z. Z., Farxodjonova N. Alikhantura Soguniy Role in State Administration in East Turkestan //Journal of Modern Islamic
Studies and Civilization. — 2024. - T. 2. - Ne. 02. - C. 128-132.

Zokirjonugli Z. A. Approaches to studying the scientific heritage of Alikhantora Soguni //Asian Journal of Multidimensional Research.
-2022.-T.1

Zokirjonugli Z. A. APPROACHES TO STUDYING THE SCIENTIFIC HERITAGE OF ALIKHANTORA SOGUNI.

Arslonov Z. Z. THE PLACE OF ALIKHANTORA SOGUNIY IN THE HISTORY OF EAST TURKESTAN //Colloquium-journal.
- Tosonpucmancoxuii Micokpaionnuil yenmp saunsmocmi= Iosronpucmarnckuil pauonnoii yenmp sansmocmu, 2020. — Ne. 24-2. - C.
9-11.

€1 2024 EPRAIJRD | Journal DOI: https:/doi.org/10.36713/epra2016 | https:/eprajournals.com/ I 199 |



