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ANNOTATION
In this state development, the concept of a modular-credit system in higher education is such an effective
organization of students' independent activity. The urgency of the state is declared by the fact that in it the
experience of foreign countries in organizing a modular credit system is presented. The existing and used in
vartous countries of the world credit systems differ not only in their main purpose, but also in the approach to
understanding and defining "credit”.
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Credit-module system is a process of
organizing education, which is a model of assessment
based on a set of modular technologies of teaching
and credit measurement. Carrying it as a whole is a
multifaceted and complex systemic process. The
credit-module principle focuses on two main issues:
ensuring the independent work of students;
assessment of students' knowledge on the basis of
ratings.

Higher professional education in the leading
countries of the world is based on the use of credit
systems for evaluating the development of
educational programs in terms of labor intensity.
Existing models of credit systems can be divided into
several types:

- credit systems focused mainly on the transfer of
loans for academic mobility, for example, ECTS
(European Credit Transfer System), USTS
(UMAP Credit Transfer Scheme — a system for
crediting universities in the Asia-Pacific
region);
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- credit systems focused on the accumulation of
loans, for example, USCS (United States Credit
System-a system of loans wused in US
universities).

- credit systems of a mixed type, focused on the
transfer and accumulation of loans at the same
time CATS (Credit Accumulation and Transfer
System — the credit system of universities in the
UK).

Existing and used in various countries of the
world credit systems differ not only in their main
purpose, but also in the approach to the concept and
definition of "credit". Credit-credit systems, as a rule,
proceed from the concept and definition of credit as a
unit of assessment of labor costs for the development
of an educational program or part of it. Credit-
accumulative systems, in general, define credit as a
unit of evaluation of the results of the development of
educational programs — acquired knowledge, skills
and abilities.

The importance and necessity of developing
a domestic system of credit units is due to the
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implementation of educational goals in the context of
the student's academic freedom; the comparison of
curricula with plans of foreign universities with
included training or training internships; the balance
of mandatory and elective disciplines; the ratio of the
student's classroom and independent workload; forms
of control and assessment of knowledge based on a
point-rating system.

In American practice, credits are a fixed
category that expresses the quantitative amount of
course content in the context of degree requirements.
For educational institutions where the academic year
is divided into semesters, one credit unit consists of
one hour of classroom classes (contact with teachers)
or two hours of practical work for fifteen weeks, as
well as two hours of independent training of students
per week. Bachelor's degree candidates are expected
to earn 30 credit units per year. In higher education
institutions, credit units are defined as 120 credits for
a 4-year program of study.

In addition to the term "credits" in the US
education system terms such as * Credit course
(credit course) - a discipline at the end of which a
student receives academic credit units within a
certain program of study. * Credit system — a system
where the degree or diploma program is divided into
specific blocks (segments), each of which is an
element of the training direction. Credit units are
assigned after the successful completion of the study
of each block. To get a degree or diploma, you need
to collect a certain number of credits.

Mutual recognition of credit units ( credit
transfer) - recognition by a higher education
institution of credit units or qualifications obtained
by a student at another educational institution so that
he/she can move from one educational institution to
another without losing credits.

Recognized credit units (transfer credits) -
loans, received by the student in the educational
institution to which he/she 1is transferred as
recognition of the work done in another educational
institution.

A distinctive feature of American higher
education is the phenomenon of a modular course
with its "credit units". The requirements for obtaining
degrees are expressed in credits, not in exam scores.
These results, collectively called "credit units", are a
kind of measure of circulation, the educational"
currency " in the US higher education system.
Accumulated and stored "credits"can be transferred
from one educational institution to another, from one
faculty to another.

This practice makes it possible to
temporarily stop training in order to resume it later.
The credit system greatly facilitates the transition of
students from one institution to another and makes it
possible to link interrupted and restored learning. But
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this form of accounting for results, by introducing
flexibility into the higher education system and
allowing students to move from one institution to
another or from one faculty to another, reduces the
socializing effect of a concentrated period of study at
one of the universities several times.

Another distinctive feature is the significant
degree of independence and autonomy of American
universities, which, together with the modular
principle of training and the absence of state exams,
makes it relatively easy to create new training
courses, levels of education and specialties, courses
related to other disciplines.

It should be noted that the organizational
structure of mass higher education in the United
States was already created about 200 years ago, and
has its own problems caused by wide availability and
lightweight  standards.  Currently, there are
discussions about the quality of knowledge of
applicants entering universities.

A student who has successfully completed
the study of the discipline receives the number of
credit hours allocated for this subject. He uses the
credit hours he receives to further his degree. The
difference in the student's success is determined by
the assessment, the credit-hour indicates the structure
of the learning process, but does not indicate the level
of knowledge of the student. In other words, the
credit-hour indicates only the time spent on a given
subject, it is not related to the concept of the
difficulty of a given subject. Some items require a lot
of time, but give little credit-hours and vice versa.

Credit-hour is a measure based on the
training time. As a rule, one credit hour is the number
of weekly 50-minute lessons during one semester, i.e.
it means a combination of 1 hour of lectures per
week, 2 hours of practical classes, 3 hours of
laboratory work plus preparation for them, exam
admission / passing tests, homework, coursework.

In the United States, the number of subjects
studied during a semester is usually 4-5, the normal
course load is about 15 credit hours. This means that
students will be in the classroom for approximately
15 hours weekly. A student who scores the specified
number of credit hours can earn a certain degree.
Credit-hour and degree are interrelated. In the US, it
takes an average of 120 credit hours to complete a
bachelor's degree, 30 to 35 credit hours for a master's
degree, and 6 to 12 credit hours for graduate students
each semester.

In the higher education system, the credit
hour is used in various forms, it serves as the basis
for making estimates of funding provided by the
state. The workload of departments, teachers and
students is determined by the credit hour, on the basis
of which the question of the student's transition to the
next course is decided. Tuition fees are also paid on
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the basis of credit hours. There is a contradiction in
the provision of a credit hour. But in any case, the
credit hour plays an important role in planning the
budget and expense.

Despite its weaknesses, the credit system has
found wide application. It regulates the multilateral
activities of the University: a training program,
curriculum, class schedules, assessment of students '
knowledge, degrees, determination for tuition.

This system makes it possible to really
evaluate the activities of the teacher and the student,
helps to determine the workload of teachers and
regulate the student load, providing the opportunity
to work. It provides freedom of learning, which is
consistent with market-based economic relations.
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