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ABSTRACT 

The general purpose of this study is to look into the effect of the modular distance learning modality on the literacy 
skills of kindergarten learners. This study made use of the quasi-experimental research design which is a non-
equivalent control group pretest-posttest design. Non-equivalent design is a good design when the researcher has 
access to one group for experimentation (Vockel 2019). The researcher opted to use this design because the subjects 
of the study are intact group of learners. This study will be conducted in Savoy Elementary School, Division of 
Davao Del Sur.  The subjects of this study will be the 50 kindergarten pupils – 25 are from section A which will 
be the controlled group and 25 are from section B which will be the experimental group. The composition of these 
two sections is homogeneous. Both learners from sections A and B have identical grades. This study makes use of 
the non-random assignment of subjects where all learners of both sections A and B are involved as subjects of the 
study. This study revealed that the utilization of modular distance learning modality has increased the literacy 
skills of kindergarten learners. It also revealed that there is magnitude of difference between the post test scores of 
the controlled and experimental groups. 

KEYWORDS: Modular Distance Learning:  individualize instruction that allows learners to use Self-learning 
Module 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Modular teaching is one of the most widespread and recognizes teaching learning techniques in many countries 

including other Western countries and Asian region. Modular approach is used almost in all subjects like natural 

science, especially in biology and medical education and even in social sciences as well as in computers education. 

It considers the individual differences among the learners which necessitate the planning for adoption of the most 

appropriate teaching techniques in order to help the individual grow and develop at her/his own pace. When 

analyzing the modular method of teaching, we can understand that this is more effective, recent and more 

technology based teaching method in the present educational field. Modular approach provides more flexibility 

to distance teaching mode as well to learners (Sejpal, 2019).    

  

Education plays an important role in shaping the lives of students. Due to the emergence of COVID-19 in the 

Philippines, a lot of changes happened in the educational landscape. One of these is the mode of instruction that 

was implemented by the Department of Education. The current COVID-19 crisis has obliged most education 

systems to adopt alternatives to face-to-face teaching and  learning. Many systems moved activities online, to 

allow instruction to continue despite school closures (OECD, 2020). The shift of the teaching-learning delivery 

in schools to modular distance learning made more challenging, on the part of the school personnel as well as to 

the learners.  That is why  DepEd  leaders  are always  finding  avenues to  solve  the  problems and capacitating 

its  teachers and school  heads to become  more effective  in the  field of modular distance  learning .Bagood  

(2020)  also  added  that  identified  teaching  personnel  together  with  the  Education  Program Supervisors 

prepared modules starting in May 2020 in all subjects for all grade/year level across four quarters in accordance 

to the “Most Essential Learning Competencies”. These self-learning modules are already considered learning 

packages containing pre-test, discussion, and a series of evaluation/assessment. They are distributed to all learners 

with the modular learning class schedule.  Indeed, this kind of instructional modality has been followed by public 

school teachers all over the Philippines.  
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According to the study conducted by Lapada et al. (2020), teachers were highly aware of the presence and 

consequences caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the threats of the COVID-19 pandemic, teachers 

continue to serve by formulating modules as the learning guide of students. The teacher thus becomes a facilitator 

in the development of the student, both as a member of their community and a member of their society (Martineau 

et al., 2020). However, Malipot (2020) stressed that teachers also have problems on modular distance learning. 

 

Schools are closed to in person learning in March 2020. Since then, it has becoming increasingly clear that physical 

distancing will need to be prolonged in the 2020/2021 school year and possibly resumed in the future. In the 

school where the researcher is currently connected, adopted teaching in modular learning. With this, Kindergarten 

teachers had encountered difficulties on teaching literacy skills using the printed modules. Learners find it difficult 

to grasp learning especially that the elders they depend upon cannot teach them because they don’t know the 

concepts inside the module. 

The situation cited would suggest the need to study the challenges to the literacy skills of kindergarten learners in 

modular distance learning. The awareness of the challenges to literacy skills during modular distance learning is 

essential for creating an inclusive and effective educational environment that supports the diverse needs of 

students. It allows for a proactive and responsive approach to education, ensuring that every student has the 

opportunity to thrive. 

 

In the Division of Davao Del sur, particularly in Savoy Elementary School, the literacy of the learners particularly 

the kindergarten learners is a great challenge. Learners are product of the pandemic where learning poverty is 

evident. However, parents don’t want to put at risk their children, thus they opted for a modular learing modality. 

Hence, this study. 

The general purpose of this study is to look into the effect of the modular distance learning modality on the literacy 

skills of kindergarten learners. Specifically, this research study aimed to answer the following research objectives: 

1. What was the pretest score of kindergarten learners both controlled and experimental groups before the 

implementation of modular distance learning modality? 

2. What was the post test of kindergarten learners both controlled and experimental groups after the 

implementation of modular distance learning modality? 

3. Is there a significant difference of the literacy skills between controlled and experimental groups after 

the implementation of modular distance learning modality? 

4. What was the magnitude effect of modular distance learning modality on the literacy skills of 

kindergarten learners? 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study made use of the quasi experimental research design which is a non-equivalent control group pretest-

posttest design. Non-equivalent design is a good design when the researcher has access to one group for 

experimentation (Vockel 2019). The researcher opted to use this design because the subjects of the study are intact 

group of learners. This design is represented as follows: 

   01 X 02 

            --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

   03 X 04 

Where: 

 01 – Pretest of the experimental group 

 02 – Posttest of the experimental group 

 03 – Pretest of the controlled group 

 04 – Posttest of the controlled group 

    --- - Non-random assignment of subjects 

 X – Treatment applied in the experimental group 

 

Research Respondents 

This study will be conducted in Savoy Elementary School, Division of Davao Del Sur.  The subjects of this study 

will be the 50 kindergarten pupils – 25 are from section A which will be the controlled group and 25 are from 

section B which will be the experimental group. The composition of these two sections is homogeneous. Both 

learners from sections A and B have identical grades. This study makes use of the non-random assignment of 

subjects where all learners of both sections A and B are involved as subjects of the study. 
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Distribution of Respondents 

 Subjects No. of Pupils 

1 Section A 25 

2 Section B 25 

 Total 50 

Research Instrument 

This study will utilize the new normal learning modality. It is a blended learning where teacher gave module at 

the same meet the learners online but adhering to the protocols of Inter-agency Task Force (IATF).  The researcher 

has to meet the learners on line for a follow up session of what has been printed in the module.   

 

The pre and post-performance test consist of a 25 –item test will eventually determine the level of self-confidence 

of the research subjects. The pretest will be administered to all subjects prior to the treatment. The pretest willn 

be very helpful to assess the literacy skills of kindergarten learners as manifested in their grades. On the hand, 

posttest will be administered to measure the effect of the treatment. 

 

Data Gathering 

At the outset of data gathering procedure, the researcher will draft a letter seeking permission that this research 

study be conducted were sent to Nelson C. Lopez, the Schools Division Superintendent of Davao Del Sur and the 

school principal of Savoy Elementary School.  

 

While letters seeking for permission were delivered to the Schools Division Superintendent and the school 

principal concerned, the researcher constructed a questionnaire and have it validated by the experts preferably the 

experts of the study. 

 

After permission has been granted that this study be conducted in Savoy Elementary School and after the research 

questionnaire has been thoroughly examined by the expert validators, the researcher will administer pretest to 

both controlled and experimental class and eventually commences her experiment. After three weeks of 

experimentation, the researcher will administer posttest to both sections. Scores of the subjects will be submitted 

to the statistician for statistical computation after which the researcher will make analysis and interpretation on 

the data gathered. 

 

Data Analysis 

The following statistical tools will be used in the analysis and interpretation the responses in this study. 

Mean will be used to describe the level of literacy skills of the kindergarten learners in both pretest and posttest 

scores. 

Eta square will be used to measure the magnitude of effect of modular distance learning on level of literacy skills 

of kindergarten learners. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter displays the summary of the findings, conclusions and recommendations drawn out by the researcher 

after the analysis and interpretation of the findings had been made. 

 

This study sought to determine the effect of modular distance learning modality on the literacy skills of 

kindergarten learners. 

          

This study made use of quasi-experimental research design, which is a non-equivalent control group pretest-

posttest design. Non-equivalent design is a good design when the researcher has access to one group for 

experimentation (Vockel 1983). The researcher opted to use this design because the subjects of the study are intact 

group of learners. 

 

This study was conducted in Savoy Elementary School, Division of Davao Del Sur. The subjects of this study 

were the 50 kindergarten learners – 25 are from section A which comprised the controlled group and 25 are from 

section B composed the experimental group. The composition of these two sections is heterogeneous therefore 

pupils of sections A and B have identical range of performance. This study made use of the non-random 

assignment of subjects where all learners of both sections A and B were involved as subjects of the study. 
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This study revealed that the utilization of modular distance learning modality has increased the literacy skills of 

kindergarten learners. It also revealed that there is magnitude of difference between the post test scores of the 

controlled and experimental groups. 

 

Conclusions 

Based on the collective findings on this study, the following conclusions are drawn: 

The pre-test scores of the kindergarten learners both the controlled and experimental groups is at the Beginning 

level. The post-test scores of the controlled group is at the Developing level while the post test scores of the 

experimental group is at the Approaching Proficiency level. 

 

Recommendations 

In the light of the findings drawn out by the researcher in this study, the following recommendations are offered: 

It is recommended that teachers teaching kindergarten learners should used effectively the modular distance 

learning modality as a strategy that would further develop the literacy skills of kindergarten learners in order to 

make the distance learning meaningful. Effective learning modules are a vital tool in the development of literacy 

skills. By offering personalized learning experiences, promoting engagement, and fostering critical thinking, these 

modules address the diverse needs of students and enhance their ability to read, write, speak, and listen effectively.  

 

The school heads should promote the effective use of modular distance learning modality as a strategy that offer 

a flexible, focused approach to learning that can significantly improve literacy outcomes as it is revealed in the 

study that it is effective especially on literacy, encompassing reading, writing, speaking, and listening, is 

fundamental to academic achievement and personal growth. A school policy about the effective utilization of 

modular distance learning modality can be issued. Besides, he can invite the teacher-researcher to demo teaching 

during LAC session using modular distance learning modality in teaching. 

 

For future researchers, it is strongly recommended that a relative study on the use of modular distance learning 

modality as a strategy in teaching will be conducted. Another dimension in teaching can serve as another indicator. 

 

REFERENCES 
1. Akbari , Ramin (2020). “Transforming lives: Introducing critical pedagogy into ELT classrooms “, ELT Journal, 62 / 3 :  276 

– 83 .  
2. Albirini, A. (2023). Teachers’ attitudes toward information and communication technologies: e case of syrian e teachers. 

Computers & Education, 47(4), 373–398. 
3. Alea, L. A., Fabrea, M. F., Roldan, R. D. A., & Farooqi, A. Z. (2020). Teachers’ Covid-19 Awareness, distance learning 

education experiences and perceptions towards institutional readiness and challenges. International Journal of Learning, 
Teaching and Educational Research, 19(6), 127-144. 

4. Al-Maroof, R. A., & Al-Emran, M. (2021). Students acceptance of google classroom: An  exploratorystudy using PLS-SEM 
approach. International Journal of Emerging Technologies in Learning (IJET), 13(06), 112. 

5. Ambayon, C. M. (2020). Modular-based approach and students’ achievement in literature. International Journal of Education 
and Literacy Studies, 8(3), 32. 

6. Arcilla Jr, F. E., Dumanon, A. J., Namatidong, B. P., & Noche, M. D. C. T. (2022). Teachers’ Issues and Concerns on the Use 
of Modular Learning Modality among High School Teachers. AIDE Interdisciplinary Research Journal, 1(1), 1-1. 

7. Azhar, K. A., & Iqbal, N. (2021). Effectiveness of Google classroom: Teachers’  Perceptions. Prizren Social Science Journal, 
2(2), 52. 

8. Bagood, J. B. (2020). Teaching-Learning modality under the new normal. 
9. Beck, I. L., & McKeown, M. G. (2020). Increasing Young Low-Income Children’s Oral  Vocabulary Repertoires through 

Rich and Focused Instruction. The Elementary  School Journal, 107, 251-271. 
10. Beri, N., & Sharma, L. (2021). Teachers’ attitude towards integrating ICT in teacher education. International Journal of 

Innovative Technology and Exploring Engineering, 8(8), 285-295. 
11. Bidarian, S., & Davoudi, A. M. (2021). A Model for application of ICT in the process of  teaching and learning. Procedia-

Social and Behavioral Sciences, 29, 1032-1041. 
12. Bromley, K. (2020). Nine Things Every Teacher Should Know about Words and Vocabulary Instruction. Journal of Adolescent 

& Adult Literacy, 50, 528-536. 
13. Candarli, D., & Yuksel, H. G. (2022). Students’ perceptions of video-conferencing in the  classrooms in higher education. 

Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 47, 357-361. 
14. Castroverde, F., & Acala, M. (2021). Modular distance learning modality: Challenges of  teachers in teaching amid the 

Covid-19 pandemic. International Journal of ResearchCellini, S. R., & Grueso, H. (2021). Student learning in online college 
programs. AERA  Open, 7, 23328584211008105. 
 

https://doi.org/10.36713/epra0414


 
   EPRA International Journal of Environmental Economics, Commerce and Educational Management 

Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra0414 |ISI I.F Value: 0.815|SJIF Impact Factor (2024): 8.481        ISSN: 2348 – 814X 

Volume: 11 | Issue:6 |June 2024 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

---- 2024 EPRA ECEM     |     https://eprajournals.com/   |    Journal DOI URL: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra0414 ------207 

15. Claessen, M., Dzidic, P., Boyes, M., Badcock, N., Nayton, M., & Leitao, S. (2020). Educators’ Perceptions of the Impact of 
Reading Difficulties for Young People. Australian Journal of Learning Difficulties, 25, 51-64. 

16. Clay, M. M. (2020). Reading Recovery in the United States: Its Successes and  Challenges. In the American Educational 
Research Association, Boston, MA, April 1990. ERIC Number ED 320125. 

17. Dangle, Y. R. P., & Sumaoang, J. D. (2020). “Implementation of modular distance learning in the Philippine secondary public 
schools. In 3rd International Conference on Advanced Research in Teaching and Education” (Vol. 100, p. 108). 

18. Grove, M. C., & Hauptfleisch, H. M. A. M. (2022). Remedial Education in the Primary School.Pretoria: HAUM Educational. 
http://www.evokelearning.ca/wp-content/uploads/SA-DECS-Phon-Awareness-doc.pdf 

19. Johnston, R., & Watson, J. (2023). Accelerating Reading and Spelling with Synthetic Phonics: A Five Year Follow Up. 
Edinburgh: The Scottish Executive Education  Department; Insight 4. 

20. Konza, D. (2021). Research into Practice: Understanding the Reading Process. 
21. Labrado, M. G., Labrado, I. K., Rosal, E., Layasan, A., & Salazar, E. (2020). Initial implementation of printed modular distance 

learning in the city of Naga-Cebu during COVID-19 pandemic. International Journal of Current Research, 12(10), 14397-
14402. https://doi.org/10.24941/ijcr.39921.10.2020. 

22. Luz, M. J. (2022). Literature and Literacy: A Nation of Non-Readers. https://old.pcij.org/stories/a-nation-of-nonreaders/ 
23. Malipot, M. (2020). Teachers air problems on modular learning system. Manila Bulletin. 
24. Reese, E., Sparks, A., & Leyva, D. (2020). A Review of Parent Interventions for Preschool Children’s Language and Emergent 

Literacy. Journal of Early Childhood Literacy, 10, 97-117. 
25. Rodriguez, D. L. (2022). Modular Distance Learning: The Problem and Its Background .  Instabright International Journal of 

Multidisciplinary Research, 4(1), 101–107. 
26. Santos, N. (2021). Catch Them Early: An Handbook on Early Reading Intervention (3rd  ed.). Manila: Little Big Books. 
27. Sénechal, M. (2023). The Differential Effect of Storybook Reading on Preschoolers’ Acquisition of Expressive and Receptive 

Vocabulary. Journal of Child Language, 24, 123-138. 
28. Torgesen, J. K. (2020). Individual Differences in Response to Early Intervention in Reading: The Lingering Problem of 

Treatment Resisters. Learning Disabilities Research and Practice, 15, 55-64. 
29. Wasik, B. A., & Slavin, R. E. (2023). Preventing Early Reading Failure with One-on-One Tutoring: A Review of Five 

Programmes. Reading Research Quarterly, 28, 178-200. 
30. Westwood, P. (2020). What Teachers Need to Know About Reading and Writing Difficulties. 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.36713/epra0414
http://www.evokelearning.ca/wp-content/uploads/SA-DECS-Phon-Awareness-doc.pdf
https://old.pcij.org/stories/a-nation-of-nonreaders/

