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ABSTRACT 
The Nizam's State of Hyderabad, one of the largest princely states in pre-Independence India, was home to a diverse array of tribal 

communities that played a vital role in shaping its sociocultural fabric. This study offers a historical and sociocultural examination 

of the major tribes, including the Gonds, Kolams, Chenchus, Koyas, and Lambadas (Banjaras), focusing on their cultural identity, 

traditional practices, and interactions with the administrative policies of the Nizam. 

The paper explores how the Nizam's governance impacted tribal livelihoods, particularly through land tenure systems, 

taxation policies, and forest regulations, which often marginalized these communities. It also investigates the influence of external 

factors such as British colonial policies, missionary interventions, and regional socio-political movements on the tribes' cultural 

autonomy and socio-economic status. The research further delves into the tribes' cultural heritage, examining their rituals, folklore, 

and art forms, which underscore their deep connection with nature and their resilience in preserving traditions amidst systemic 

disruptions. 

The study highlights the active participation of tribal groups in resistance movements, including their role in the Telangana 

Rebellion (1946–1951), as a response to socio-economic exploitation. By drawing on archival records and ethnographic sources, this 

research underscores the importance of integrating tribal histories into mainstream historical narratives and policy frameworks. The 

findings emphasize the need for sustainable development strategies that respect and preserve tribal identities while addressing their 

socio-economic challenges. 
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1.INTRODUCTION 
The princely state of Hyderabad, under the rule of the Nizam from 1724 until its annexation into India in 1948, was a major center 

of cultural, political, and economic significance in South India. The state spanned a vast geographical area, including present-day 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, parts of Karnataka, and Maharashtra. The Nizam’s Hyderabad was a conglomerate of various social 

and ethnic groups, including multiple tribal communities whose lives were intricately intertwined with the economic and political 

structure of the region. Among these were the Gonds, Koyas, Lambadas, Chenchus, and other indigenous tribes of the Telangana 

region1. 

 

These tribal populations, although living under the overarching governance of the Nizam, experienced significant disruption in their 

cultural, economic, and social systems due to policies enforced by the Nizam’s feudal administration. This article seeks to analyze 

the history, socio-political conditions, and cultural dynamics of these tribes under the Nizam's rule and how their roles were shaped 

by the state policies. We will explore their economic activities, social systems, as well as resistance movements during and after 

colonial rule2. 

 

2.THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN THE NIZAM’S HYDERABAD 
The history of tribal populations in the Telangana region is deeply connected to the region’s geography, characterized by forests, 

rivers, and hills that provided sustenance and shelter for the tribes. The ancient tribal populations such as the Gonds, Chenchus, and 

Koyas were established in this landscape long before the rise of the Nizam’s state. These communities followed distinct customs, 

religious beliefs, and socio-political structures, often organized into clans and village-level self-governance systems. 

 

The Nizam of Hyderabad, an autonomous princely state under British suzerainty, faced significant challenges in administering its 

vast territories. From the 18th century onwards, the Nizam’s government engaged in consolidating its control over various regions, 

including those inhabited by tribes. The state imposed feudal systems of land revenue and forced labor that had profound impacts 

on the tribal communities, who were often already marginalized. These policies led to widespread alienation of tribal lands and 

significant disruption to their traditional ways of life3.  



 

SJIF Impact Factor (2024): 8.675| ISI I.F. Value: 1.241| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2016          ISSN: 2455-7838(Online) 

EPRA International Journal of Research and Development (IJRD) 
Volume: 10 | Issue: 1 | January 2025                                                                    - Peer Reviewed Journal 

 
 

2025 EPRA IJRD    |    Journal DOI:  https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2016      | https://eprajournals.com/ |101 |  
 

Despite their marginalization, many tribes in Telangana developed a complex relationship with the state’s governance. While some 

communities accepted the Nizam’s rule and adapted, others resisted through uprisings and revolts. The early history of these tribes 

under the Nizam was one of subjugation, but it also marked a period of cultural and political resistance. 

 

3.TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN THE TELANGANA REGION 
Tribes in Telangana were not monolithic but diverse in language, culture, and economic practices. The Gonds, Koyas, Lambadas, 

and Chenchus were some of the most prominent tribes in the region. Each of these groups had distinct ways of life, but they were 

similarly impacted by the policies of the Nizam4. 

• Gonds: The Gonds, one of the largest tribal groups in Telangana, lived primarily in the districts of Adilabad, Khammam, 

and Warangal. Historically, they were known for their agrarian lifestyle and were skilled cultivators. The Gonds organized 

themselves into clan-based systems, with strong leadership structures within their communities. However, under the 

Nizam’s administration, their lands were taken over by feudal lords, and their traditional agricultural practices were 

disrupted by the introduction of a taxation system that they found harsh. The Nizam’s government, through its zamindari 

and jagirdari systems, greatly contributed to the alienation of Gond lands5. 

• Koyas: The Koyas, primarily located in the forested areas of Warangal and Khammam, practiced shifting cultivation (also 

known as “slash and burn”). Their relationship with the land was both economic and spiritual. They had a robust system 

of village councils, and decisions were made by the elders. The Koyas resisted the encroachment of their lands by the 

Nizam’s officials, particularly when the government introduced forest laws that restricted their access to resources. As a 

result, they became part of various uprisings and movements in the region6. 

• Lambadas: The Lambadas were known for their semi-nomadic lifestyle. Primarily located in the districts of Mahbubnagar 

and Nalgonda, the Lambadas practiced cattle herding and trading. They were distinct from other tribal communities because 

of their intermarriage with people from different religious and social backgrounds, particularly Hindus and Muslims. This 

made their social identity fluid. They played a significant role in regional trade networks but were heavily impacted by the 

Nizam’s policies that controlled land and taxed various tribal activities7. 

• Chenchus: The Chenchus, inhabiting the Nallamalla Hills8, had a traditional lifestyle based on hunting, gathering, and 

small-scale agriculture. They had a symbiotic relationship with the forest and considered the natural environment sacred. 

The Nizam’s policies of forest preservation and land taxation, however, gradually dispossessed the Chenchus of their 

resources, leading to socio-economic hardships. Their religious practices and animistic beliefs, centered around nature 

worship, helped them maintain their cultural identity despite external pressures9. 

 

4.SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS UNDER THE NIZAM’S ADMINISTRATION 
Under the Nizam’s centralized governance, tribal communities were subjected to various exploitative systems. The zamindari 

system, which distributed land to local landlords, led to the alienation of tribal land. Tribes like the Gonds and Koyas, who had long 

been custodians of forest land, lost their ancestral territories to zamindars. These landlords, with the support of the Nizam’s forces, 

imposed heavy taxes and extracted forced labor from the tribal people, pushing many into poverty10. 

 

Moreover, the Nizam’s policies of forest management severely impacted the tribal communities that depended on the forest for their 

livelihood. The state’s restriction on land use, which included controlling the cutting of trees and the hunting of wild animals, had a 

direct effect on the Chenchus, who relied on these resources for survival11. 

 

Tribal communities also faced social marginalization under the Nizam's hierarchical system. Despite their significant role in the 

economy, they were excluded from the state’s political processes and governance structures. The Nizam’s government had a 

patronizing attitude toward tribal cultures, which were viewed as primitive and backward. As a result, tribal communities had little 

access to education or social services, and their rights were often ignored12. 

 

5.RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS AND UPRISINGS 
The policies of the Nizam’s state provoked several tribal uprisings, with tribes resisting land alienation, forced labor, and the 

imposition of state control over their lives. One of the earliest revolts by the Gonds occurred in the 1830s when they protested 

against the forced collection of taxes and land alienation. Although it was crushed by the Nizam’s military, this revolt marked the 

beginning of a long history of tribal resistance13. 

 

The Koya Rebellion of 1940-50 in the forests of Khammam district was another significant uprising. The Koyas, who were heavily 

affected by the imposition of forest laws and land taxes, rose up against the Nizam’s state. The rebellion was violently suppressed, 

but it demonstrated the tribes’ ongoing resistance to the Nizam’s policies of exploitation14. 

 

The Telangana Rebellion (1946-1951), which marked the final phase of feudal resistance in the region, also had significant tribal 

participation. The rebellion was primarily directed against the feudal landlords, but many tribal communities, particularly the Gonds 
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and Koyas, took part in the struggle against the Nizam’s autocratic rule. The rebellion was a precursor to the integration of Hyderabad 

into India and the eventual dismantling of the feudal system15. 

 

6.TRIBAL IDENTITY AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Tribal communities in Telangana maintained their cultural identity in the face of external influences. The Lambadas, for example, 

maintained their distinct dress, language, and music, which reflected their hybrid cultural heritage. Tribal dances, music, and oral 

traditions played a significant role in their social life and were a means of expressing their history, struggles, and aspirations16. 

 

Despite the overwhelming pressure to assimilate into the broader social and political framework of the Nizam’s Hyderabad, these 

communities preserved their religious practices, which were deeply rooted in animism. The rituals, festivals, and art forms of the 

tribes, especially those of the Gonds and Koyas, reflect the rich cultural tapestry of the region17. 

 

7.CONCLUSION 
The tribes under the Nizam’s state of Hyderabad, particularly in the Telangana region, were subjected to harsh governance systems 

that sought to control their land, resources, and way of life. The socio-economic exploitation and marginalization of these 

communities had long-lasting effects on their livelihoods. However, the resilience of these tribes, as evidenced through their cultural 

practices and participation in various resistance movements, highlights their enduring struggle for survival and dignity. 

 

In the post-independence era, while the Indian government introduced reforms aimed at improving the condition of tribal 

populations, the legacy of the Nizam’s feudal policies continues to impact these communities. Today, tribal identity and cultural 

heritage in Telangana remain vital aspects of the region’s socio-cultural fabric, and efforts to uplift these communities continue to 

be an essential aspect of contemporary policy. 
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